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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK

The Bible promises that the Lord “will keep your going out and your coming in from this
time on and forevermore” (Psalm 121:8).  May promises to be a month of goings and
comings, of holding on and letting go, and we go forth into May secure in the assurance of
God’s guidance and protection.

We’ll be welcoming “new” members on May 2 and 9.  
On May 2 we’ll receive the Confirmation Class. These students have been studying the

beliefs and practices of the Christian Church, learning Presbyterian/Reformed distinctives,
and participating in the life and mission of Old First Church.  Now they are ready to claim the
covenant of grace, and to declare their faith.  It’s a great occasion! 

On May 9 we’ll receive adult members.  These are men and women who have been
worshiping as visitors, and participating in other programs and activities.  We welcome them
gladly to the worship and work of Old First Church.  This is a grand occasion, too.

But as we celebrate such “comings,” we also mark a “going” — Gina’s departure.  May 16
will be her final Sunday in worship, and a farewell party and reception will be held later that
day, 5-7 p.m.

Gina has served Old First with faithfulness, enthusiasm and love.  Called primarily to
work in the areas of children, youth and young families, changing circumstances thrust upon
her major roles in worship leadership, pastoral care and church governance, all of which she
fulfilled excellently.  During a period of transition, some of it unexpected and convulsive, she
rose to every challenge, and helped hold the church together.   All the while,  she continued
ministry with her primary constituency, and has facilitated and formed strong church
involvement among young people.  We shall miss her.  But we rejoice that God has opened
up new fields of service for her in Switzerland, and that by God’s economy of grace our loss
is another congregation’s great gain.  

And so we move forward, as this church has been doing for centuries, marking comings
and goings, knowing that in all seasons and circumstances help “comes from the Lord, who
made heaven and earth” (Psalm 121:1).

See you in Church!
Rick 



FAREWELL, 

GINA AND BENJAMIN!

A Farewell Reception will

be held Sunday, May 16,
5-7 p.m.  Come, join us for

refreshments, an informal
program, and an opportunity to

bid farewell to Gina and
Benjamin with appreciation and

love!

A BENEDICTION

FROM OF OLD

God bless you and keep you.

God make his face to shine upon

you and be gracious to you.

God lift up his countenance upon

you and give you peace.

I have always been fascinated by
these words, not just by the wonderful
promise they confirm, but also to think
of how many and what variety of
people have been joined and separated,
welcomed and sent off with this
benediction. These words from the
Bible (Numbers 6:24-26) are well over
2000 years old. It seems to me that they
accumulated all the warm-hearted
wishes for other human beings. This
strengthens my confidence in a mighty
God, who does not know boundaries as
we do, but accepts us with the
limitations we have and widens our
horizon to see more of the beauty in
each other and in his creation.

I thank you for three wonderful
years at Old First Presbyterian Church!
Often I catch myself with tears in the
eyes and a smile on my face: saying
goodbye is hard and we all do it
differently, but new challenges and
joys await us, too. 

I am glad that Rick Raum is with
you now. With him you have a good
senior pastor and a skillful leader. May

he and Betty experience the warmth of
this congregation as we had the
privilege to do. Benjamin and I are
looking forward to our cross country
trip, the ten days on the freighter, and a
new start in Switzerland. We are most
grateful for your witnessing the
Christian faith to us in so many ways
and we wish you the very best.  I say
this with good confidence, for the
words are still:

God bless you and keep you. 
God make his face to shine upon
you and be gracious to you.
God lift up his countenance upon
you and give you peace.

Yours in Christ, 
Gina Kokontis



PW SPRING

LUNCHEON

Wednesday, May 5

11:30 a.m.

Do you know what a “necessary house”

is?  How about a “honey bucket”, a

“sociable”, or a “chapel of ease”?  Do you

understand the symbolism of a crescent

moon, or where the term “deputy

sheriff” came from?  These questions

and other delightful trivia will be

explained by author, Dottie Booth in her

presentation of her book, “Nature Calls.”

We will be entertained with folklore

and historical and hysterical facts.

From presidents to prisoners, from the

backroads of America to the towering

peaks and green valleys of Kyrgyzstan

and from architecture to horticulture,

this program will bring back memories to

many and be wittingly informative to all.

The presentation will be preceded by

an elegant luncheon catered by Paul

Thompson.  Join us on Wednesday,

May 5, at 11:30 a.m.  Please give your

check for $15 by May 2 as a reservation

to Beverly Elliott.  Questions? Call 549-

3978.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

May 2: Confirmation Day
All students successfully finished

the class and are now preparing for the
confirmation service on May 2, 10 a.m.
The topic will be “Wearing A Mask Or
Being Who I Am”.  Older children are
encouraged to attend the worship
service, for Kindergarten and younger
there will be regular church school.

Family Barbecue, May 5, 

Last Day of Kids and Youth

Club before the Summer Break
The children will gather as usual at

5:00 p.m. Parents and siblings,
grandmas and grandpas, aunts, uncles,
cousins and friends are welcome to join
us for a performance and the barbecue
dinner at 6 p.m. with Peter Reinish as
grill master! If you can bring a salad or
a dessert, let us know (427-2101).

Jr. and Sr. High Youth Group
Watch out for the flyer in the mail!  We
will meet on the following Sundays all



together from 6:00-8:00 p.m.:  May 2,
May 23, June 13. 

No youth groups on Mother’s
Day (May 9), on May 16, on
Memorial Day (May 30), June 6,
and on Father’s Day (June 20: also
Church School Picnic after church)

Special events:  
June 4/5 - Movie night sleepover at

church
June 12 - Six Flags Adventure Land

- registration deadline May 7.

Your team: Kerry Degnan, Bob and
Dana Richter, Bob Schultz and Pastor
Rick.

“Whose Bible Is it Anyway

When We Talk about Sex and

War?”  May 1 at Setauket

Presbyterian Church,
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

This adult education event is sponsored
by Honoring All Voices - a partnership of
Long Island Presbyterian Churches
including our own.  As Presbyterians and
Americans we have become polarized in
our political and religious views about war
and human sexuality.  This conference is
intended to educate, equip, and practice
biblically sound conversation in these
subjects. Music and worship will be part
of the program as well. Outstanding
nationally known leadership has been
enlisted.  Brochures with details and
registration forms are on the table in the
Hallway.

Pentecost

Memorial Day, May 30

We will celebrate the Holy Spirit
during the worship service and encourage
you to wear red to symbolize the flames
which made the Spirit visible when it
descended on Jesus’ disciples. Church
School for the children will be provided.
We will not have the traditional heros and
the ice cream after the service, but hope to
have more people at the picnic on Father’s
Day and last day of Church School,
June 20.



Vacation Church Camp

August 30 - September 2

“Hero Quest”
 for Nursery 3 through Grade 4, older

children and youth are encouraged to

help as assistants

On four mornings from 9:00 a.m.
until noon, we will enjoy Bible stories,
games, projects, music, snacks and
recreation. It is a great way to build
friendships and to learn together, not
just for the children, but also for the
many adults involved in preparation
and leadership. Call the church office,
if you are interested to participate and
for the children you can fill out the
enclosed registration form.  Please, tell
also your neighbors and friends, bring
them along! For babies and toddlers of
parents who are volunteering, childcare
will be provided.

This year’s curriculum “Hero Quest”
is written to insure that children
understand that heroes are not just
found on television or in the movies.
Heroes are everyday people who have
been faced with a decision and chose to
think of others and not just themselves.
Children will learn through examples,
as we’ll teach about the faith Bible
heroes throughout the morning. It is
also a great way to get back into the
school rhythm.



BLOOD DRIVE

Monday 

May 10

3:15-8:45 p.m.

As the old man walked along
the beach at dawn, he noticed a
young man ahead of him picking up
starfish and flinging them into the
sea.  Finally catching up with the
youth, he asked him why he was
doing this.  The answer was that the
stranded starfish would die if left
until the morning sun.

“But  the beach goes on for
miles and there are millions of
starfish,” countered the other.
“ How can your effort make any
difference?”

The young man looked at the
starfish in his hand, then threw it to
safety in the waves.  “It makes a
difference to this one,” he said.

You, too, can make a difference to
people in need — to five different people,
in fact, — just by donating one pint of
blood at Old First Church’s Blood Drive
on May 10.  Please say “yes” when you
receive a phone call if you are eligible to
donate.  

If somehow we miss you and you aren’t
called, please call Stephanie Lange or
Jamie Reinish to set up a time to give this
generous and very needed gift.  Thanks so
much.

PLANT SALE
Presented by the Deacons

on the front lawn of OFC

(Rain or Shine)

Spring Flowers
Saturday, May 8

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
and

Sunday , May 9
11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Come and select from our wide variety of
flowers just in time for Mother’s Day!
The Deacons will have both hanging
plants and flats available. 

Alyssum, Begonias,

Coleus, Dustymillers,

Fuschia, Impatiens,

Ivy Geraniums, Marigolds,

Petunias, Salvia,

Tuberous Begonias, Vinca

THANK YOU

Thanks to each and everyone who
turned out on Saturday, March 27 to help
clean up the church grounds.  The parking
lot was swept, the shrubs pruned and many
weeds and leaves were removed.  It was a
labor of love, and we are most appreciative
of the time spent.

Grounds Committee



CUBA HOT

LUNCH

OFFERING

Sunday, May 9
 

We’ve seen it in February: In
Havana the streets have holes, the cars
are mostly from the ‘50s and ‘60s,
more than a tank full of gas per month
is only available to those who get US
dollars from somewhere. But First
Presbyterian Church of Havana’s
sanctuary is full of worshipers every
Sunday. They walk, they bike, they
come somehow and from pretty far
away. Thanks to Old First Presbyterian
Church in Huntington, thanks to you: a
roll with cheese and a cup of broth can
be served to these brothers and sisters
in Christ after church, before they get
on their trip home again. 

We’ve seen it, we’ve seen the
women, men, and children who are
grateful for the spiritual food of the
church and who also very much need
this extra physical nourishment. We’ve
been with them, worshiped together the
one Lord. We ask you to extend your
hand with us to these brothers and
sisters in Christ, that there be food for
all

Mission/Peacemaking Committee

MISSION/PEACEMAKING

The  Miss ion /Peacemaking
Committee focus has always had three
prongs: (1) Financial — disbursing
benevolences or fundraising for some
need; (2) Interpreting our mission; and
(3) Mission Education.  The last one —
mission education — is when we bring
in speakers or programs that open the
doors of our church to another world.
We need all three components to be a
strong voice in the church.

If you are interested in joining us,
finding out more information about
what we do, have ideas or questions,
come to our next meetings at 8:00 p.m.
on Tuesdays April 27 and May 25.

Mission/Peacemaking Committee



PW CIRCLES

 WELCOME YOU...

Spring is here, though it may not feel
like it just yet! Longer days, blooming
forsythia, singing birds and budding
trees tell us it is so. As the warm
weather approaches, if you seek the
warmth of Christian fellowship, join in
any of our activities listed below. You
are always welcome. 

PW Coordinating Team ... Tuesday,
May 4, 10 a.m.  Refreshments will be
served at 9:30 a.m. Immediately
following the meeting, we will set up
for the Spring Luncheon. 

Circle 1 ... Circle One is sponsoring a
trip to the Cloisters on Saturday, May
15th. The Cloisters is the Metropolitan
Museum of Art’s medieval collection
in upper Manhattan. Bring your own
lunch or eat in a local tearoom. We will
provide a short history of the Museum
and exhibits to read on the bus.  

Circle 2 ... Wednesday, May 19,
11:30 a.m.. Dr. Sforza will provide the
program.  A long-time Huntington
resident in dental practice, he will
speak on, “Huntington Humor”. Please
bring a sandwich for lunch. Please
come and join in.  

Circle 3 ... Tuesday, May 18, 12:30 -
The circle will continue their Horizons
Bible study entitled, “The Face Is
Familiar: Remembering Unnamed
Women In Scripture”. If you would
like to come prepared, read lesson 8.
Refreshments are provided. All are
welcome to join in the study at any
time.

Circle 4 ... Mondays, 7-9 p.m.   We
will be working on shoulder covers for
oncology patients at Huntington
Hospital.  New and experienced
quilters welcome. A daytime quilting
group has also started.

Circle 6 ... Monday, May 3, 9:30 a.m.
The group will participate in a
mother/child activity; topic to be
decided.  Questions?  Call Penny
Janosick to indicate that you are
coming so that adequate childcare can
be provided.

Crafts ... Fridays, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
The group can use your help with
various craft projects. 



PW BIRTHDAY OFFERING

MAY 2004

The people of this historic church
are generous people. The gifts given
over the years have made a difference
in the lives of women and children here
at home and around the world.  This is
the 82nd year of the Birthday Offering.

The National Presbyterian Women’s
Coordinating Team select five projects
from all the requests they receive. Their
strict criteria require that all projects be
either “start up” projects or a new
thrust of an existing project that help
improve the conditions of life for
women and children who are hurting in
some way. Below are the projects for
this year:

Camp Luminaria: Santa Fe, New
Mexico. Santa Fe, a hub of Spanish
and Native American cultures, has a
history of poverty and one of the
highest drop-out rates for middle
school students in the United States.
This program provides an alternative to
roaming the streets with a safe,
structured learning and counseling
environment.

The Institute for Theological
Education of Bahia (ITEBA)
Salvador, Brazil: June and Bill Rogers,
from Old First Church, are involved in
this project. (See June’s article in the
Jan./Feb. Horizon Magazine.) Funds
will be used to purchase, remodel, and

equip a key building to meet the
accreditation requirements, which is
essential to the students, mostly poor,
young women.

Mobile Health Screening: Louisville,
Kentucky. Purchase and operation of a
Mobile Health Van will service
medically underserved communities in
the presbyteries of Mid-Kentucky and
Transylvania.

Children’s Cross Connection USA ,
Atlanta, Georgia: Brings children from
around the world for medical treatment
not available to them in their own
countries, focuses on the whole person,
scholarships for education, housing for
the homeless and equipment and
training to the parents so that they can
lead a successful life.

Presbyterian Senior  Service
Grandparent Family Apartments:
Bronx, New York:  A new thrust to a
program that provides services for
minority low-income older adults
raising their grandchildren. It will
construct a 50-unit Presbyterian Senior
Services apartments with a Center to
serve residents and the community.  

You can send your gift to Old First
Presbyterian Women. Also try to come
to our Spring Luncheon May 5 and
hear about the historical and hysterical
facts of “outhouses” by Dottie Booth. 

Presbyterian Women



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

MAKE A DIFFERENCE

Presbyterian Women of Old First
Church support many projects. Here is
some information about three of them.
If anyone wants to learn more about
these programs or participate in some
way, call Asenath Fuchs or Lucy
Fetterolf.  

Dolan Family and Health Center:
This is the first year we have given to
the Dolan Center. The mission of the
Dolan Center is to provide a program
of comprehensive primary care services
to low-income working families and
the medically underserved residents of
the Huntington area. The Center serves
as the entry point into the health care
system for individuals and families
seeking such care. The comprehensive
and continuous management of each
patient’s health care shall be
accomplished by emphasizing
preventive medicine; providing primary
diagnostic and treatment services; and
by making referrals to specialty or
other services as required. The program
shall be available to anyone, regardless
of their ability to pay, age, race, sex,
creed, color, national origin, or marital
status. 

Suffolk County Coalition Against
Domestic Violence: The Coalition
receives thousands of calls a year for
some form of help. After screening, if
a person receives shelter, they not only

are safe in a supportive environment,
but they also receive counseling, legal
and housing advice. There are
parenting skills workshops and an
employment vocation training service.
This year they hope to offer extended
education and counseling to elementary
school age children who are victims of
abuse. 

New York Theological Seminary’s
Master of Professional Studies
Program at Sing Sing Prison:  To be
selected for this program a candidate
must have first obtained an accredited
bachelor’s degree, be prepared for
graduate work, and have strong
recommendations. What makes this
program unique? There is no other
program like it in the country. First, it
shows to many that “God is a God of
second chances” and gives those who
have the opportunity to give back to
their society what they think they have
taken from it. There is a 4% recidivism
rate for the graduates compared to the
50% statistic of those who do not
participate. Also the graduates of this
program continue their transformation
process beyond just the academics
while helping the chaplain, doing peer
counseling, or mentoring while still in
prison. If released, the majority of
graduates from this program go on to
productive employment in church-
related positions or human service
agencies throughout New York City
and beyond when they are released
from prison.  



 



OUTREACH

Photo Directory
The Outreach Commit tee

recommended to the Session and the
Session approved the formation of a
committee to produce a new church
photo directory.  The committee will
start its work this month and set a
schedule after it has had a chance to
review vendors and church needs. The
Outreach Committee recognized the
needs of new members to have photos
of the congregation to aid in their
recognition and comfort with church
members.

New Member’s Handbook
In order to orient people who attend

the new member’s inquiry class about
the history, organization and
membership of Old First, the Outreach
Committee has developed a handbook
which will be given at the beginning of
the first inquiry class to all participants.

Committee Membership
The Outreach Committee would like

to have new committee members from
the congregation who are interested and
eager to help us cultivate our
relationships with visitors, new
members and the congregation at large
in order to be a most welcoming
church. 

DEACONS DOINGS

One of our favorite projects, the
Palm Sunday pancake breakfast, was
again a huge success.  The Deacons
wish to thank all those who helped in
making it so.

Two very important projects are
coming soon:
 ... On Saturday, May 8 and Sunday,
May 9 after worship, the flower sale
will take place.  What a great time to
present mothers with a gift of plants.
 ... On Monday, May 10, the Blood
Drive will be held in the Parish Hall. 
This is certainly a worthy cause.

Board of Deacons

ADULT MINISTRY

PROGRAMS

We have scheduled three informative
adult education programs on the
following Sundays:
 ... May 16 - “Medical Challenges of
Growing Older”, led by Dr. Frederick
Smith, Garden City physician.
 ... May 23 - “Legal Aspects — An
Overview”, led by James Margolin, Esq,
Huntington attorney.
 ... June 6 - “ The Spiritual Journey and
the Creative Years”, led by Leslie Schult,
MSW.

Please mark your calendars and plan
to join us.  All are welcome.



MAY CALENDAR

SUNDAY, May 2
10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School
6:00 p.m. Jr. & Sr. High Youth

MONDAY, May 3
9:30 a.m. Circle 6
7:00 p.m. Quilting

TUESDAY, May 4
9:30 a.m. PW Board

10:00 a.m. Movement/Meditation
8:00 p.m. Trustees
8:00 p.m. Board of Deacons

WEDNESDAY, May 5
11:30 a.m. PW Spring Luncheon
5:00 p.m. Kids/Youth Club
5:00 p.m. Kids Choir
5:30 p.m. Youth Choir

THURSDAY, May 6
7:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

FRIDAY, May 7
9:30 a.m. Crafts

SATURDAY, May 8
10:00 a.m. Deacons’ Plant Sale

SUNDAY, May 9
9:00 a.m. Session/New Members

10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School

MONDAY, May 10
3:15 p.m. Blood Drive
7:00 p.m. Quilting

TUESDAY, May 11
10:00 a.m. Movement/Meditation
8:00 p.m. Session

WEDNESDAY, May 12
5:00 p.m. Kids Choir
5:30 p.m. Youth Choir

THURSDAY, May 13
7:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

FRIDAY, May 14
9:30 p.m. Crafts

SUNDAY, May 16
10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School 
11:15 a.m. Adult Ministry Program
5:00 p.m. Farewell Party

MONDAY, May 17
7:00 p.m. Quilting

TUESDAY, May 18
10:00 a.m. Movement/Meditation
12:30 p.m. Circle 3
7:30 p.m. CE Committee

WEDNESDAY, May 19
11:30 a.m. Circle 2
5:00 p.m. Kids Choir
5:30 p.m. Youth Choir



THURSDAY, May 20
7:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

FRIDAY, May 21
9:30 a.m. Crafts

SUNDAY, May 23
10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School
11:15 a.m. Adult Ministry Program
6:00 p.m. Jr. & Sr. High Youth

MONDAY, May 24
7:00 p.m. Quilting

TUESDAY, May 25
10:00 a.m. Movement/Meditation
8:00 p.m. Mission/Peacemaking 

WEDNESDAY, May 26
5:00 p.m. Kids Choir
5:30 p.m. Youth Choir

THURSDAY, May 27
7:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

FRIDAY, May 28
9:30 a.m. Crafts

SUNDAY, May 30
10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School

MONDAY, MAY 31
Church Offices Closed




