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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK

On September 11 we’re initiating a second service each Sunday, at 5:30 PM.  The
purpose of this service is to offer a worship alternative to those to unable to attend, or
disinterested in attending, the traditional morning service.

The evening service will be very different from the morning service.  It will offer
a decidedly alternate way of worshiping God, and in no way will it detract from nor
diminish the integrity and importance of the morning service.  Sunday morning
worship at Old First will continue to offer praise to God in the classic reformed style
by which most of our members experience the presence and power of Jesus Christ.

The evening service will offer a decisively different worship experience.  Two
differences that worshipers will recognize immediately are length and location.  The
service will  be a half-hour, 5:30-6:00 PM and it will be held in the gym, which I am
re-naming The Upper Room for the purpose of this service.

Other differences will emerge over time, as we respond to the character and
aspirations of those who attend.  We’ll employ visual communication tools - slides,
graphics and images - although we’re starting-out with simple rather than sophisticated
media technologies.  The music will  be contemporary, mostly, and easy-to-sing.  There
will  be occasions for forms of praise that are not possible in the sanctuary - drama and
dance, for example - and also silent times for contemplation.  The overall atmosphere
of the service will be low-key, informal and interactive, worship-you-participate-in
rather than worship-you-watch.  There will be variety, week-to-week, rather than a
standard order of worship.

Some have suggested that we ought to strongly promote this alternative service, but
I’d rather cozy into it, start small and humble, and see what God does with it.  The
New Testament Church didn’t plan and promote; they simply gathered for prayer and
praise, and God caused the increase.

I invite you to try the new 5:30 service as your wishes permit.  If what we’re trying



to do interests you, please consider becoming part of an alternate worship leadership
team.  We’ll be needing all  kinds of musicians and other creative folks, as well techie-
types who can assist with multimedia formats.  Most important of all, please pray for
this service that it may glorify and please God.

See you in Church
Rick

                                                                                                                                      

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday, September 4 - Worship returns to 10 AM, with Communion
Sunday, September 11 - Beginning of weekly two-service schedule.

10:00 AM Worship in the Sanctuary
     During Sunday morning worship in the new “church year,” Pastor     
Richard Raum will present a sermon series exploring five important
opportunities and challenges we face at Old First.

Sept. 11 - “Coming to Terms with Our History”
Sept. 18 - “Discovering a New Identity”
Sept. 25 - “Welcoming Shif ts in Power and Authority”
Oct.  1   - “Strengthening Our Presbyterian Ties and Purposes”
Oct.  8   - “Preparing to Accept the New Future”

     Printed copies of these sermons will be made available and form a basis
for congregational conversation and planning during the year ahead. 

5:30-6:00 PM Worship in the Upper Room (gym)
    This new service is intended for those whose schedules make it
impossible or inconvenient to worship in the morning and for those who
may seek alternate, non-traditional styles of worship.



KEN’S KORNER

Welcome back to all!  I certainly hope
that everyone had an exciting and
refreshing summer and that we are all
looking forward to yet another year of
worship through music.  There will be
a considerable amount of new music
for Christmas, Lent and Easter, and as
a reminder - don’t forget that you can
purchase an anthem for the choir and
have it dedicated to a person of  your
choice.  The dedication appears in the
church bull etin on the day of the
anthem performance as well as on each
individual piece of choral music.

On Sunday, December 11 at 7:00
PM  we will have our joint concert with
the Five Towns College, featuring our
choir, their choir and vocal jazz
ensemble, and the Celebration Brass.
We will also have a special music
service during Lent and a Mother’s Day
chorus comprised of men only and the
children’s choir.  More on this later. 

WE NEED MORE SINGERS!!
Won’t  you give us a try?  Great choirs
are usually comprised of people who
love to sing and are taught to sing
together.  I would love to harness some
of Sunday morning’s “hymn sound”
and bring it to the balcony.  You don’t

need a solo voice and you don’t have to
read music.  I guarantee you a fun and
rewarding experience!

1st  Sanctuary Choir rehearsal
September 8th at 8:00 PM

Kenneth Friese
Director of Music

Rehearsal schedule

C Sanctuary Cho ir  will begin on

Thursday, Septem ber 8, at 8:00
p.m.  

C Kids/Youth Ch oir  will resume on

Wednesday,  September 14  

(grades 1-3) from 5:00 - 5:30 ,

(grades 4 and up) from 5:30 -
6:00 .  The Youth Choir also

performs during Sunday worship

and special services throughout

the year.  

C High School mus icians
interested in participating in

worship services, please contact

Diane Starost. 



HOWDY FOLKS!

Please joi n us 
on 

Sunday, September 25,
immediately following

worship f or a  
Texas Styl e Barbequ e.

  
We will  be servin g up some

good food, music, and
games for one and all. 

 
We hope to see you’ll
there for some rootin’
tootin’ Texas style fun!

CHURCH

SCHOOL

STARTS ON

SEPTEMBER 11 

Our New Sunday
School Rotation Workshop Program
wil l get underway on Sunday,
September 11th following the children’s
sermon in our sanctuary at 10:00 AM.

WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON

PROGRAMS

CHOIR

KIDS/YOUTH CLUBS

    September 14th will be the first day
of Choir and Kids/Youth Clubs.  The
program has been altered to a one hour
program to include choir and an
activity for the children to run from
5:00 PM to 6:00 PM.
    From time to time during the year a
special event will be planned for    
6:00 PM. To include all children.  This
typically will include dinner, either by
itself or in combination with a program
for worship, guest speaker, mission
project or something similar.
    Our first special event for
Kids/Youth Clubs will be held on
Wednesday, September 28th, in
anticipation of World Peacemaking

Sunday which is celebrated on Sunday,
October 2nd.  We will hold a special
Peacemaking program dinner.

  NEW MID WEEK PROGRAMS

   As Fall draws closer you will be
receiving information about new
initiatives in worship and new midweek
programs for middle and high school
students.



CUBA PARTNERSHIP

FIRST HAVANA & 

OLD FIRST

We have had a partnership with the
First Presbyterian Church of Havana
since 1989.  During that time many
people from Old First have visited First
Havana, we have hosted guests from
their churches, and we have exchanged
Bible Studies and Christian Education
materials.  Those of us who have been
involved want to have a meeting in late
September for the following purposes:
to evaluate the partnership, discuss the
proposed Bible Study for this fall that
will  involve five churches in the US
and our sister church in Havana, to
invite a guest to visit us, to plan a trip
to Cuba despite the recent difficulties,
and to discuss other appropriate church
involvement like musical exchanges.
This “Cuba Partnership Committee” is
open to anyone who wants to be
involved.  You don’t have to go to
Cuba, or to have been to Cuba.  If you
are interested in staying connected to
theses special Presbyterians, who are
li ving under the most difficult
conditions, please tell Pastor Rick
Raum, or contact Lucy Fetterolf at
lfettero@optonline.net .  Meetings will

not be monthly but appropriate to
specific planned events.

On July 19th, The Presbytery of
Long Island received a letter from the
Department of the Treasury, Office of
Foreign Assets Control, denying a
Treasury license to travel to Cuba.  Our
two-year license expires on August 31,
2005.  The reason given was that The
Presbytery of Long Island does not
qualify as a religious organization in
accordance with the criteria as
described in their Comprehensive
Guide.  We have had permission to
travel to Cuba since 1984.  This is
happening all over the country, to
PCUSA and to other fai th
organizations, so it is not a particular
problem of the Presbytery of Long
Island.  Individual churches can apply
for their own license.  Thus, Old First
Church can organize a trip to visit our
sister church, and then apply for a
Treasury license.  Some licenses of
theat nature are being granted.  For
more information read www.pcusa.org/
pcnews/2005/05442.htm.



SEPTEMBER

CALENDAR

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
9:00 a.m. Vacation Bible School

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4
10:00 a.m.Worship & Church School
  5:30 p.m.Evening Worship

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
Church Offices Closed

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 
8:00 p.m. Trustees
8:00 p.m. Deacons

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
9:30 a.m. PW Board
7:30 p.m. Personnel

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
9:30 a.m. Quilting
8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
 9:30 a.m. Crafts

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
 9:00 a.m. Church Leadership and 

Planing Event

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
10:00 p.m.Worship & Church School
 5:30 p.m. Evening Worship

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13
8:00 p.m. Session

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
 5:00 p.m. Kids/Youth Club
 5:00 p.m. Kids Choir
 5:30 p.m. Youth Choir
7:00 p.m. Compass Team

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
9:30 a.m. Quilting
8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

         FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
9:30 a.m. Crafts

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 18
10:00 a.m.Worship & church School
  5:30 p.m.Evening Worship



MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
7:30 p.m. Circle 1

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20
12:30 p.m.Circle 3

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21
5:00 p.m. Kids/Youth Club
5:00 p.m. Kids Choir
5:30 p.m. Youth Choir

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22
9:30 a.m. Quilting
8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
9:30 a.m.Crafts

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 25
10:00 a.m.Worship & Church School
  5:30 p.m.Evening Worship

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
LI Presbytery at Bethpage

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
5:00 p.m. Kids/Youth Club
5:00 p.m. Kids Choir
5:30 p.m. Youth Choir

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
9:30 a.m. Quilting
8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 30
9:00 a.m. Crafts

OLD FIRST CHURCH

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

RETURNS TO 

10:00 a.m.

ON SUNDAY,

SEPTEMBER 4


