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WEATHERVANE
Huntington, NY Feb. 2005

FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK

Christmas decorations were packed away only a few days ago, it seems, and already
we’re planning for Lent!   Easter comes fairly early this year — March 27 — so
naturally Lent begins sooner than usual, as well.  The first Sunday of Lent is February
13.

There will be special Lent activities at Old First Church, of course — worship
services, Bible studies, and other fellowship, mission and service events.  Many Lent
activities are still being planned as this “Weathervane” goes to press, so information
about them will be announced later.  

As we move toward this holy season, though, let us begin to imagine how God
might use Lent for renewal and transformation.  Lent invites us to take stock of our
lives, fearlessly asking such questions as:

C How much of my daily activity and mental energy is expended on self-concern
and self-interest?

C How is my daily life — my thoughts, words, decisions and actions — shaped
by whole-hearted devotion and single-minded obedience to Jesus Christ?

C How do I use the time and resources entrusted to me to draw deeper to the heart
of God and closer to others?

May God use the forty days and six Sundays of Lent to remind us every day that
we have a choice — to serve self, or to serve Christ —  and to strengthen us in holiness
and goodness.

See you in church,
Rick





CONGREGATIONAL

MEETINGS

The annual meeting of the
Congregation and Corporation will
be on Sunday, March 6, following
worship.  Church leaders are asked
to submit reports to the Church
Office by February 8.

LENT MIDWEEK

BIBLE STUDY
Wednesdays, 10-11 a.m.

Beginning February 9
 (Ash Wednesday)

Led by Pastor Richard Raum

Ephesians: 
Wholeness for a Broken World

Estranged families, shattered
friendships, racial and social divisions,
wars and disasters — we live in a
fractured world.  How can the pieces
be put back together?  In the New
Testament book of Ephesians, God
lifts the veil from the future to allow
us to see God’s plan to unite everyone
and everything in Christ.

Join us for studying this hope-
filled book!  A course workbook will
be available on the first day for $7.

PARKING SPOTS

FOR VISITORS

Five parking spots close to the
church building have been designated
as “For Visitors” on Sunday mornings.
There are many convenient off-site
parking options near the church, which

our members come to know about and
use.  But first-time visitors are not
aware of these other locations, and
when they pull into the church lot are
daunted and discouraged by lack of
available spaces.  So, we ask our
members please don’t use these special
places, but leave them for our visitors.
Thanks, from the Outreach Committee.



PHOTO DIRECTORY

The Photo Directory subcommittee
of Outreach has completed its work.
The directory has just arrived and we
are in the process of distributing
copies. It was recommended by the
committee and approved by Session to
have the directory issued not only to
members who had their photos taken
but also to members of the
congregation who actively support the
work of the church.

COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP

The Outreach Committee would
like to have new committee members
from the congregation who are
interested and anxious to help us
cultivate our relationships with
visitors, new members and the
congregation at large in order to be a
most welcoming church.

DEACONS’ DOINGS

We are looking forward to a busy
year.  In February we will again have
our Valentine Cookie delivery to those
people who are unable to attend
church.  The Blood Drive will be

another of our projects and in May the
flower sale will again take place.  All
of these events will be written up in the
upcoming Weathervanes and in the
church bulletins.

Have you ever wanted a copy of the
church service on tape?  There are
volunteers needed to start and stop the
tape before and after the church
services for those people who would
enjoy hearing the sermon and the songs
on days when they were not able to be
there.  If you can give a little time to
this activity, please contact Todd Field.

Board of Deacons

HELP IS NEEDED

Kids and Youth Club meet every
Wednesday afternoon from 4:30-6:30
and we need your help!  Please
volunteer to assist any Wednesday
afternoon.  You need not have a child
in the program.

Volunteers are needed in intervals
of about 45 minutes to assist in the
gym, with crafts, and to prepare and
serve dinner to the children.  We would
love to have members of the
congregation join us.  Look for the
sign-up sheet in the hallway by the
Parish Hall.  Questions?  Call Jamie
Reinish.



KIDS/YOUTH CHOIR

The Kids/Youth Choir took their
annual trip to Huntington Hospital in
December to spread some holiday
cheer.  Approximately 45 of us
attended.  Special thanks to Sue
Degnan for guiding us around.

Choirs rehearse in the choir room
on Wednesdays:  Kids Choir (grades
1-3) 5:00-5:30 p.m. and Youth Choir
(grades 4-8) from 5:30-6:00 p.m.  New
members are welcome to join at this
time.  Any questions, please see Diane
Starost.

GETTING THE CHILDREN

INVOLVED

The children will be taking a
collection for victims of the tsunami.
This will be done through the
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
program.  Please look for the children
in the Parish Hall on Sundays during
fellowship.

On a more local level, donations of
food and monetary donations are
needed to help support the Community
Food Council.  We encourage the
children to bring a non-perishable
food item with them when they come
to Kids and Youth Clubs and Sunday
Church School.

PRESBYTERIAN

WOMEN

PW Coordinating Team ... Tuesday,
February 1, 2005 10:00 a.m.
Refreshments will be served at 9:30
a.m.

Circle 1 ... Monday, February 28,
7:30 p.m.  The program Gifts From
The Heart will be presented by
Candace Moose. 

Circle 2 ... Wednesday, February 23,
11:30 a.m.  Betty Raum will discuss
research from biblical scholars about
the truth behind The DaVinci Code.
All are welcome. 

Circle 3 ... Tuesday, February 15,
12:30 p.m.  They will continue their
Bible study about “quotable women” in
scripture. 

Circle 4 ... Quilting Circle meets
Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.   They will be
starting a new quilt for the 2005 Fall
Fair.  This is a good opportunity for
new quilters to learn all aspects of the
craft.  They will also continue their
mission to Huntington Hospital --
making quilted shoulder covers for
oncology patients.



Circle 6 ... Monday, February 15,
10:00 a.m.   They will discuss the new
book, The Kite Runner. Childcare will
be provided.  Please RSVP so that
adequate babysitters can be provided.

Crafts ... Fridays, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
They will be starting to get ready for
the 2005 Fall Fair and they welcome
lots of new members! 

PW Quilt Show

In April the Presbyterian Women
of Old First Church will host a quilt
exhibit.  If you have a quilt(s) that you
would be willing to show and share
information about, please call Asenath
Fuchs now.  Proper handling and
security are promised.  A portion of
the show is dedicated to quilts inspired
by the tragedy on 9/11.

PER CAPITA APPEAL

“Per Capita” is the annual donation
each Presbyterian Church makes to
support much of the work of the
denomination.  Each church is
“assessed” a total amount, based on
size, at $25.70 per member.  Like taxes
in the civic sphere this may seem like
it’s imposed from the outside, but in
truth the amount is set each year by
church legislative assemblies at the
local, regional and national levels.  The
Per Capita supports a wide range of
services which we use and value, and
may take for granted — the
development of worship and
educational materials, mission
advocacy and interpretation, seminary
education, the preparation and
oversight of ministers, loans and
counsel to churches with financial
issues, college and hospital
chaplaincies, church camps and
conference centers, new church
development projects in growing areas,
and on and on ... and on!  Such services
and connections are essential to a
church’s strength and well being.

Here at Old First, as with many
Presbyterian congregations on Long
Island, you are encouraged to “pay”
Per Capita by means of a special
envelope placed at the front of the
offering envelope box.  This special



OFFERING 
ENVELOPES  

Please pick up your new

envelopes for 2005 from

the table in the hallway

near the church offices.  If

you are unable to find yours

or have any questions,

please call the financial

office during the week.

envelope is blue, with the words Per
Capita Apportionment.  Donations
received in this envelope are
designated for “your” share of the Per
Capita.  

Typically, about half our members
support Per Capita in this special way.
We are grateful for all who do!  Thank
you!  And, of course, we’re eager to
nudge participation higher because at
the end of the year the unpaid balance
is covered from the operating budget,
which of course reduces funds
available for other programs and
ministries.

Will you please consider
supporting the Per Capita in this
special way by a donation equal to
$25.70 for each church member in
your household?

Thanks in advance for considering
this opportunity!

MEN’S CLUB NEWS

Painting Project
We’ll paint the downstairs
multipurpose room (where AA
meets) on Saturday, February
5 beginning at 8:30 a.m.  All
are invited!  Come when you
can, stay as long as you can!

Theater Evening
We will attend Neil Simon’s
“They’re Playing Our Song”
at the Smithtown Center for
the Performing Arts on
Saturday, March 5 at 8:00
p.m.  Tickets $26 - may be
purchased following worship by
February 6!  Men, women, singles,
couples, everyone is welcome!  





SAVE THE DATE!

Old First Church

CHOIR FUNDRAISER

APRIL 9, 2005

Dinner Concert

 featuring entertainment by

Justine and Gary Lorentzson

Ken Friese

Watch for ticket sales

$25 per person

TSUNAMI

RELIEF REPORT

The Presbyterian Church has
responded quickly and generously to
the catastrophic tsunami.

Presbyterian relief efforts are
coordinated by the Presbyterian
Disaster Assistance program (PDA).
Internationally, PDA works in
partnership with other denominations
through Church World Service (CWS).

CWS has a permanent staff of 100
in Indonesia, so when disaster struck,
they immediately deployed teams to
Aceh Province with 5,000 blankets and
35,000 health kits.  In Sri Lanka CWS
distributed 500 family shelter kits,
9,000 health kits, and 75 emergency
medicine boxes.

These life-saving resources were
available due to the effort of
congregations like Old First.  Money
was provided by our 2004 One Great
Hour of Sharing offering, and by the
PW’s supplemental donations from
Fall Fair profits.  Kits had been
assembled by the PW, as well.

More is needed, of course.  Here are
five things you can do.
1. Make a special contribution with a

check to Old First Church, with
memo designating it for tsunami
relief.

2. Support the annual Blanket
program (see article).

3. Make a substantial donation to the
2005 One Great Hour of Sharing
Offering when it is received during
Lent.

4. Learn about Presbyterian relief
efforts -- on the bulletin board in
the main hall here at Old First and
on-line (www.pcusa.org/pda).

5. Pray for relief workers.



BLANKET PROGRAM

Something to hold on to ...
...Hope.  And a $5 bl anket!

When a powerful earthquake
occurred in the Indian Ocean near
Indonesia December 26, the resulting
tsunami struck a dozen Asian and east
Asian countries causing more than
150,000 deaths.  This devastation
happened in the blink of an eye, but the
recovery may go on for years.  Millions
have been displaced and their
livelihoods shattered.  Thanks to our
CWS Blanket Gift in February 2004,
CWS was able to respond quickly.

Our yearly support of this project
gives hope to the hopeless and reminds
the suffering that they are not alone.
Sunday, January 16, was “Blanket
Sunday” this year, but donations will
be received through February.  Please
give as generously as you can.  You
can make a check out to Old First
Church, with the memo designation
“CWS Blankets”.

B ...is for bed — a place to lie and
rest, for babies who are
wrapped and protected.

L ...is for love — the benevolent
affection of God for His
creatures.

A ...is for attire — to cover one’s
body.

N ...is for nook — a corner to call
your own.

K ...is for knapsack — to carry a
few possessions.

E ...is for envelop — to cover, to
conceal.

T ...is for tent — a shelter against
the sun, or the wind, or the rain.

Put them all together
 and they spell BLANKET.



FEBRUARY

CALENDAR

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1
9:30 a.m. PW Board

10:00 a.m. Movement/Meditation
8:00 p.m. Board of Deacons
8:00 p.m. Trustees

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 2
4:30 p.m. Kids/Youth Club
5:00 p.m. Kids Choir
5:30 p.m. Youth Choir

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 3
9:30 a.m. Quilting
8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 4
9:30 a.m. Crafts

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 5
8:30 a.m. Men’s Club

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 6
10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School
6:45 p.m. Confirmation
7:00 p.m. Youth Group

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 7

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 8
10:00 a.m. Movement/Meditation
 8:00 p.m. Session

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 9
10:00 a.m. Lenten Bible Study
4:30 p.m. Kids/Youth Club
5:00 p.m. Kids Choir
5:30 p.m. Youth Choir

        Weathervane Deadline

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 10
9:30 a.m. Quilting

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 11
9:30 a.m. Crafts

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13
10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School
6:45 p.m. Confirmation
7:00 p.m. Youth Group

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 14

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15
10:00 a.m. Movement/Meditation
10:00 a.m. Circle 6
12:30 p.m. Circle 3



Mark Your Calendar

and

Save the Dates

for

Old First Church’s    

Vacation Church Camp

August 29 - September 2

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16
10:00 a.m. Lenten Bible Study
4:30 p.m. Kids/Youth Club
5:00 p.m. Kids Choir
5:30 p.m. Youth Choir

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 17
9:30 a.m. Quilting
8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 18
9:30 a.m. Crafts

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 20
10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School
6:45 p.m. Confirmation
7:00 p.m. Youth Group

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 21
Church Offices Closed

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 22

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 23
10:00 a.m. Lenten Bible Study
11:30 a.m. Circle 2
4:30 p.m. NO Kids/Youth Club
5:00 p.m. NO Kids Choir
5:30 p.m. NO Youth Choir

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 24
9:30 a.m. Quilting
8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 25
9:30 a.m. Crafts

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 26

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 27
10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School
6:45 p.m. Confirmation
7:00 p.m. Youth Group

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 28
7:30 p.m. Circle 1


