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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK

So many Old First members work so hard, often behind the scenes and without notice, that
from time to time I take this space to thank a few of them.

For example: last month we experienced blessed Advent and Christmas seasons.  So,
here’s heartfelt and hearty thanks to those who made it possible — choir members of all ages,
church school teachers and leaders who arranged for the Nativity pageant, those who worked
on decorations in the sanctuary and around the building, worship assistants who helped with
special services, ushers and greeters, bakers and snack makers — the list goes on, and on, and
on.  Thank you, all.

A round of well-deserved thanks also goes to the team who worked on the stewardship
drive.  The Budget and Stewardship Committee met nearly weekly, October through
December, planning and implementing the entire effort, crafting letters and promotional
announcements, designing the brochure, making presentations in church, overseeing follow-up
phone calls and mailings, monitoring results, and fine tuning the proposed budget in response
to the results.  The drive produced optimistic gains, which brings me to ...

A third group to whom robust thanks is due: members and friends who responded to our
stewardship appeal!  Pledges represent significant increases, and the church’s finance team
greatly appreciates this vote of confidence in the difficult way of prudence and responsibility
which they have proposed.  A year-end accounting and 2006 budget will be available for the
Congregational Meeting.

Thanks also to those who have volunteered to help with the Presbytery meeting we’re
hosting on January 28, those who participate in our various community service commitments
(homeless initiative, food council and so forth), and those who assist in countless other ways,
including sending out the Weathervane!

Finally, but most important of all: thanks to everyone who prays regularly for Old First,
and for the health and strength of the church in all places.  Those who fulfill specific
organizational roles and responsibilities are important, of course.  But the church is supported
and sustained by prayer.  And this is something everyone can do, all the time.  Please continue
to be in prayer for the church and its witness as we move into the new year.

See you in church,
Rick



Have You Checked

It Out?

THE ELLYN W. SAMMIS

MEMORIAL LIBRARY

January 1st is when we reflect on
being a better person and we make
resolutions to meet those goals. Most
often they mean more of something, like
exercise, or less of something, like food.
If your more of something this year
includes more prayer then look no further
than our library to get you going in the
right direction.  Our library has a
wonderful selection of books devoted to
prayer. “Everyday Prayers for Women”
has prayers that cover every situation life
brings along, check out the Office Prayer
on page 38. If instead you’re looking for
a book that will jar your brain a little and
get you thinking, check out “Listening to
Your Life Daily Meditations with
Frederick Buechner”. Mr Buechner is an
ordained minister and acclaimed writer of
Christian based fiction. These selections
and many more are in the 242 section of
the library.

Check out Kids Island for “All God’s
Colors”. Written by Patricia Tower; it’s a
lyrical poem that shows how God created
flowers, trees, penguins, skunks, and
pandas--the entire world--in all the
splendid colors of the rainbow. Vivid
illustrations by Judith Pfeiffer accompany
each rhyming verse. 

HIHI 

HUNTINGTON INTERFAITH 

HOMELESS INITIATIVE

Old First’s commitment to this
community-based mission work continues
every Friday night until April 14, 2006.
There are plenty of Friday night openings
available for you to volunteer for this
worthy cause. We are always in need of
people to chaperone or do set up and clean
up. The hours are short and the reward is
huge.  Donations are always accepted to
help defray operating costs.  If you are
interested or have questions please call
Gloria Burgess (424-5168).

GOOD SHEPHERD HOSPICE

IS LOOKING FOR

VOLUNTEERS

If you would like to join in outreach to
the members of our communities who are
making life’s “final journey”, call Director
of Volunteers, Marilyn Lisner, MSW,
(631-474-4040) or Volunteer Coordinator,
Lucille Bruntvedt (516-876-8485) and find
out about the many areas of volunteer
opportunities available.

Volunteer training will be conducted
from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm  on February
27, March 1, March 6, March 8.



OLD FIRST CHURCH

ANNUAL CHOIR

FUNDRAISER

DINNER CONCERT

MARCH 25, 2006
Hors D’oeuvres 6:00 p.m.

Candlelight Dinner 7:00 p.m.

Menu
Salad with Basalmic

Vinegarette Dressing

Breads

Roularden , Baked Potatoes

and Herbed Green Bean

Casserole

Cannoli with Coffee or Tea

Entertainment by
Solo Noi Tre

(Ken, Gary and Justine)
Concert will start 

after dessert is served

Tickets $25 per person
Please reserve in advance

(Tickets on sale starting 

Sunday, March 5)

CELEBRATING

GROUNDBREAKING WOMEN

The Reverend Susan Barnes, Pastor
of First Presbyterian Church in Baker
City, Oregon, is making a quilted
banner to mark the 2005-2006
Presbyterian Church’s anniversaries of
women’s first ordinations as Deacons
in 1906, as Elders in 1930, and
Ministers of Word and Sacrament in
1956.  Every church in the denom-
ination was invited to send two 2" x 2"
fabric squares, one in honor of their
first woman Elder and one for their
first woman Deacon.  It was also
requested that every clergywoman in
the Presbyterian Church (USA) send a
two-inch fabric square.

To celebrate the church’s
groundbreaking women, the squares
will be assembled into a watercolor
quilt that uses motifs of blazing a trail
and clearing a path.  This quilted
banner will be taken to the General
Assembly next summer.

Thanks to our Quilting Circle, we
sent two squares in honor of our first
woman Elder, Rona Lyons, who was
ordained in 1963.  In 1961 we ordained
not one but five women Deacons: Betty
Epps, Dorothy Lott, Irene Jamieson,
Marion Savage and Glen Tyndall. The
Reverend Barnes expects to receive
thousands of fabric squares to create
this banner.  We are happy and proud
that our groundbreaking women of Old
First will be a part of it.



SUNDAY

FEBRUARY 12

A Morning for Old First

Reflection and Renewal

9:00 a.m.

State of the Church
Conversation

Pastor Raum will speak about
challenges and changes, and

invite comments and questions.

10:00 a.m.
Worship

Sermon: The Church: A
Community of Character and A

Community of Characters

11:00 a.m.
Congregational Meeting

(Reports will be available
beginning February 5.)

The Annual Meeting of the
Congregation of the First Presbyterian
Church of Huntington, New York, will
be held in the Sanctuary immediately
following the 10:00 a.m. worship
service on Sunday, February 12, 2006,
for the following purposes:  (1) to
receive reports of the various
organizations of the church and (2) to
transact such other business as may
properly come before the meeting.

Please plan to participate!
By Order of the Session
Thomas Bosch, Clerk

The Annual Corporate Meeting of
the Presbyterian Congregation in
Huntington, commonly known as the
First Presbyterian Congregation in
Huntington, will be held at the Church
at 125 Main Street, Huntington, New
York, on Sunday, February 12, 2006,
i m m e d i a t el y  f o l l o w i n g t h e
Congregational Meeting, for the
following purposes: (1) to review the
2005 and 2006 operating budgets and
(2) to transact any other business which
may properly come before the meeting.

Please plan to participate!
By Order of the Trustees
Jean Thatcher, Secretary



Presbyterian Women

Raising Funds for

Chair Lift

Session has approved our
project to provide access to the
second floor.  We have started a
fund to finance this goal.  It stands
now at $725.48.  We will be doing
fund raising and also welcome
individual contributions.  (Make
checks payable to Presbyterian
Women with the notation “second
floor access).  We hope the whole
congregation will want to support
this worthy project.

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

PW Coordinating Team ... Tuesday,
February 7, 9:30 a.m.  

Circle 1 ... Monday, February 27,
7:30 p.m.  Betty Raum will review her
book, Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Called By
God. 

Circle 2 ... Wednesday, February
22, 11:30 a.m.  Watch the bulletin for
information about the program.  

Circle 3 ... Tuesday, February 21,
12:30 p.m.  Bible study.  Questions?  

Circle 4 ... Quilting Circle meets
Thursdays, 9:30 a.m.   They will be
working on a new quilt for the 2006
Fall Fair and making shoulder covers
for oncology patients at Huntington
Hospital. 

Circle 6 ... Monday, February 15,
10:00 a.m.   Watch the bulletin for
date, time and program for the
February meeting. 

Crafts ... Fridays, 9:30 a.m.   They are
already busy making beautiful items for
the 2006 Fall Fair.  

MEN’S CLUB 

Dinner and Theater
Evening

We will have dinner at the
Smithtown House, followed by a
performance of Smokey Joe’s Cafe at
the Smithtown Center for the
Performing Arts on Saturday, March
18.   Details to follow, but mark your
calendars now!  This event is planned
by the Men’s Club, to include the
whole congregation. Men, women,
singles, couples, everyone is welcome!



OFFERING 
ENVELOPES  

Please pick up your new

envelopes for 2006 from

the table in the hallway

near the church offices.  If

you are unable to find yours

or have any questions,

please call the financial

office during the week.

PER CAPITA APPEAL

“Per Capita” is the annual donation
each Presbyterian Church makes to
support much of the work of the
denomination.  Each church is
“assessed” a total amount, based on
size, at $26.14 per member.  Like taxes
in the civic sphere this may seem like
it’s imposed from the outside, but in
truth the amount is set each year by
church legislative assemblies at the
local, regional and national levels.  The
Per Capita supports a wide range of
services which we use and value, and
may take for granted — the
development of worship and
educational materials, mission
advocacy and interpretation, seminary
education, the preparation and
oversight of ministers, loans and
counsel to churches with financial
issues, college and hospital
chaplaincies, church camps and
conference centers, new church
development projects in growing areas,
and on and on ... and on!  Such services
and connections are essential to a
church’s strength and well being.

Here at Old First, as with many
Presbyterian congregations on Long
Island, you are encouraged to “pay”
Per Capita by means of a special
envelope placed at the front of the
offering envelope box.  This special

envelope is blue, with the words Per
Capita Apportionment.  Donations
received in this envelope are
designated for “your” share of the Per
Capita.  

Typically, about half our members
support Per Capita in this special way.
We are grateful for all who do!  Thank
you!  And, of course, we’re eager to
nudge participation higher because at
the end of the year the unpaid balance
is covered from the operating budget,
which of course reduces funds
available for other programs and
ministries.

Will you please consider supporting
the Per Capita in this special way by a
donation equal to $26.14 for each
church member in your household?

Thanks in advance for considering
this opportunity!



BLANKET SUNDAY

February 12

Something to hold on to ...
...Hope.  And a $5 bl anket!

When war or earthquakes have
destroyed your village and your world
has been torn apart, your immediate
wish for your children is a warm place
to sleep.  A Church World Service $5
Blanket is something to hold on to,
along with the hope for a better
tomorrow.

When your home has been washed
away by torrential rains, and a barren
hillside offers the only shelter from a
howling wind, a blanket is something
to hold on to, along with the hope for
brighter days ahead.

Hope never dies.  But sometimes it
needs a little help.  So the CWS
Blanket Program continues to purchase
and ship blankets worldwide, and to
support a variety of self-help textile-
oriented development projects through
our partner agencies.

Thanks to Blanket Program gifts,
CWS is able to provide comfort and
warmth — something to hold on to
along with the hope. 

Sunday, February 12, is Blanket
Sunday when we take our yearly
offering for the CWS Blanket Program.

Imagine if we had not had our blankets
and shelters this winter.  Please give
generously.

B ...is for bed — a place to lie and
rest, for babies who are
wrapped and protected.

L ...is for love — the benevolent
affection of God for His
creatures.

A ...is for attire — to cover one’s
body.

N ...is for nook — a corner to call
your own.

K ...is for knapsack — to carry a
few possessions.

E ...is for envelop — to cover, to
conceal.

T ...is for tent — a shelter against
the sun, or the wind, or the rain.

Put them all together
 and they spell BLANKET.



FEBRUARY

CALENDAR

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1
 5:00 p.m. Kids/Youth Club
 5:00 p.m. Kids Choir
 5:30 p.m. Youth Choir

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2
9:30 a.m. Quilting
8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

         FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3
9:30 a.m. Crafts

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4
9:00 a.m. Men’s Club

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5
10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7 
9:30 a.m. PW Board

10:00 a.m. Movement/Meditation
8:00 p.m. Trustees
8:00 p.m. Deacons

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8
5:00 p.m. Kids/Youth Club

 5:00 p.m. Kids Choir
 5:30 p.m. Youth Choir

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9
 9:30 a.m. Quilting
8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10 
9:30 a.m. Crafts

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 12
9:00 a.m. State of the Church

Conversation
10:00 p.m. Worship & Church School
11:00 a.m. Annual Meeting
 6:00 p.m. Confirmation

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14
10:00 a.m. Movement/Meditation
8:00 p.m. Session

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 15
 5:00 p.m. Kids/Youth Club
 5:00 p.m. Kids Choir
 5:30 p.m. Youth Choir

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16
9:30 a.m. Quilting
8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

         FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17
9:30 a.m. Crafts



KEEP IN TOUCH...

...If you or a loved one or friend are in
Huntington Hospital, please contact
the church office so that the minister
may call.

...When going to Huntington Hospital
be sure you list “Old First
Presbyterian” as your church.
Hospital workers provide lists of
Protestants and Presbyterians, but
often do not know what “Old First’s”
affiliation may be.

...If you are aware of a member in the
hospital, please let us know.  Many
people are admitted through
emergency and will not appear on any
church lists.  Your minister is there
most days of the week and wants to
call on you.  Please help by informing
the church.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 18

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 19
10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 20
Church Offices Closed

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 21
10:00 a.m. Movement/Meditation
12:30 p.m. Circle 3

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 22
11:30 a.m. Circle 2
5:00 p.m. NO Kids/Youth Club
5:00 p.m. NO Kids Choir
5:30 p.m. NO Youth Choir

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23
9:30 a.m. Quilting
8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24
9:30 a.m. Crafts

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26
10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School
 

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27
7:30 p.m. Circle 1

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28
10:00 a.m. Movement/Meditation




