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FROM TH E PA STOR'S D ESK

Many of you have approached me with the proposal to become the next
installed pastor of Old First.  I am deeply flattered and affirmed by your
suggestions.  Indeed there is a new, positive spirit loose in the congregation
that bodes well for the future.  Millie and I are delighted to be part of a
congregation on the rise.  Indeed, in a relatively short time we have come to
count so many of you as true friends.  Moreover, there is abundant laughter
and true joy at our Tuesday staff meetings.  All of these are gifts for which I
give thanks to God.

But, there are valid reasons why I cannot and should not be a candidate
for the installed pastor at this time.  Constitutionally, I signed a contract along
with your Clerk of Session stipulating that I would not be considered.  The
rationale for this provision is that it would inhibit an open, honest search by
the Pastor Nominating Committee for the right person to lead you.  There are
numerous cases where interim pastors interfered and hence compromised the
integrity of a congregation’s search.  In addition, I am here at Old First in an
interim capacity, meaning that my job is to help close the door on the past
and make ready for the new.  I sincerely believe that we are making progress
toward this end.

Meanwhile, pray for the Pastor Nominating Committee as well as me as
we discern next steps.  I am currently seeking positions either in a seminary
or congregation which would allow me to keep a foot in both institutions.



God willing, both Old First and I will hear the call to move at the right time,
both of us blessed to have been together in this interim journey.

 Chuck Cary
Interim Pastor



CH RI STI A N ED UCA TI ON

SENI OR

RECOGNI TI ON:  Sunday,

June 15
During the worship

service, our graduating seniors
will be presented with a gift to
carry with them as they journey
into the world.  All of our best
wishes go with them.

CH URCH  SCH OOL

PI CNI C

 A ND  GA MES: 

Sunday, June 29
To celebrate the last

day of Church School, there will
be a picnic following worship for
the whole congregation.  Please
join us for hamburgers, hot dogs,
games and fun!

 SUMMER CH URCH

SCH OOL

Begins Sunday, July 6

During the summer months,
we offer a one class Summer
Church School to our children
(ages pre-K to Grade 8).  We will
meet in the Youth Room.  The crib
room will be staffed for younger
children.  Children who like to
attend the whole worship service
are encouraged to do so.

Parents of participating
children please sign up to lead one
or two sessions this summer.  Call
Gina (427-2101) to volunteer.



SUMMER I NTERN

“It takes a congregation to
raise a pastor.”  Supervised
ministry is a central component of
contemporary theo logical
education because, in part, our
various experiences in ministry
shape how we make sense of our
Christian faith.  As I pursue a
seminary education and continue
to try to make sense of our shared
faith both to myself and to others,
I am especially grateful that Old
First Church is a teaching
congregation.  I am also thankful
that Pastors Chuck Cary and Gina
Kokontis are willing supervisors
to those responding to the call to
the Ministry of Word and
Sacrament.

As a part-time summer intern
at Old First, I will be focusing on
worship leadership and church
administration.  As a practical
matter, that means you might see
me on occasion in the pulpit or at
a Session meeting, at a meeting of
the church staff, or assisting at a
wedding, helping out at church
officer training, or participating in
a funeral service.  Behind the
scenes I will be meeting regularly
with Chuck and Gina, as well as
with those of the lay committee
who have graciously agreed to
offer feedback, support and

evaluation throughout my
internship.  I look forward to
learning what it means to be a
church at Old First, where
teaching is not just what a
congregation does, but what a
congregation is.

Fred Woodward
D EA CONS’ D OI NGS

TH A NK  YOU...

...May was a good month for
the Blood Drive and the Plant
Sales.  Spring flowers and tomato
plants were hot items and the sales
went well.  The Blood Drive was a
success and it is such a good thing
to do.  Thank you to all who
helped.

...Thanks to all the teenagers
for their help at the April Pancake
Breakfast.  We really appreciate
all you did and your help made the
breakfast more fun.

Board of Deacons



D A VI D  H . BOWMA N

MEMORI A L  FUND

The Session has approved the
establishment of a Memorial
Fund in memory of Reverend
David Bowman.  Reverend
Bowman served Old First as our
Interim Pastor briefly from
December of 2001 until his
untimely death in May of 2002.

The purpose of this fund will
be to provide financial support to
any seminary student doing
his/her intern work at Old First or
to aid in the support of any Old
First Church member doing intern
work in preparation as Minister of
the Word and Sacrament.

Anyone interested in donating
to this fund in Reverend
Bowman’s memory should make
their check payable to Old First
Church and note it is for the
Reverend Bowman Memorial
Fund.

CUBA N VI SI TOR

COMI NG JUNE 1

The President of the
Presbyterian Reformed Church of
Cuba, Reverend Dora Arce
Valentin will visit Long Island
from June 1-3. Dora is the pastor
of the Luyano Presbyterian Church
which relates to East Moriches and
the Westhampton Presbyterian
Church.  Dora is the first woman
to be elected President of the
Presbyterian Reformed Church of
Cuba. Fortunately her mother was
born in the US, so she has two
passports and she can get a visa.
She will represent Cuba at the
General Assembly in Denver,
Colorado and then will visit Long
Island. There will be a pot luck
supper for her for Old First Church
people on Sunday, June 1, 5:00
p.m. at the home of Lucy and Pete
Fetterolf. 

MEMORI ES

 OF OFC

Sunday, June 15

Please remember to
join us at 11:15 on
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ritten memories are welcome, too.
Circle 1 and The Moles

H A PPY 80TH  

PW BI RTH D A Y OFFERI NG

 1922-2003

May is a time of year when
Presbyterian Women invite all of
you to give something to the
Birthday Offering, sponsored by
the Creative Ministry Committee
of Presbyterian Women. For 80
years now this special offering has
helped needy women and children
in our country and around the
world.  Grants are given to “start
up” projects or a new thrust of an
existing project that help improve
the conditions of life for women
and children who are hurting. If
we start a project like this – we
can apply for grant money.

The projects this year are:
...Presbyterian Children’s

Home and Services, Austin, Texas:
Develop three new child and
family program sites to serve at-
risk children and families in crisis.

...The Sleeping Porch,
Wimauma, Florida: Provide day
care for sick or recovering migrant
workers and their children.

...Good News Shelter for
Survivors of Domestic Violence,
Seoul, Korea:  
Repair the building used to care
for women and children who are
victims of domestic violence.

...Area Residence for Kids, Inc.



Dublin, Georgia; Provide a 90-day
safe haven for abused or neglected
children. 

...Cleveland Campus Mosaic,
Cleveland, Ohio: Fund leadership
training and faith formation for a
diverse ethnic population through
United Protestant Campus
Ministries.

Presbyterian Women reach out
with warmth and love around the
world. Many appreciate your gift.

PW Mission 

PW CI RCL ES 

WEL COME YOU...

Circle 1 ... Monday, June 9.  We
will meet at the home of Priscilla
Jahier for a picnic. 

Circle 2 ... Wednesday, June 25,
12:00 noon.  We will have a
picnic at the home of Hope
Brockway.  

Circle 3 ... Tuesday, June 17,
12:30 - The group will have a
picnic at the home of Judy
Mongeluzzi. 

Circle 4 ... Mondays, 7-9 p.m.
No previous knowledge is
required.  Now is a very good time
to come and learn basics of
piecing.  The group is currently
working on their Garden Quilt.

Circle 6 ... Thursday, June 5,
7:30 pm Our meeting will be an
outing at Claytime.

Crafts ... Fridays, 9:30-11:30
a.m.  The group can use your help
with various craft projects. 

Board Meeting ... Tuesday, June



3, 11:30 a.m.  There will be a
picnic at the home of Doris
Fleming.  

OFC MEN’S GROUP

Brainstorming on a recent
Saturday morning, nine men of
Old First and Reverend Chuck
Cary discussed the creation of a
men’s organization within the
church and its potential.

Contributions to the church
and benefits to the participants
were discussed.  From a golf
outing and collecting parking fees
from participants in events at
Heckscher Park to renovation of
church facilities, assistance could
take many forms.  Opportunities
for discussion, interaction and
mutual support could be key
benefits to participants.  The
fellowship can enhance both our
inreach and outreach programs,
complementing worship to
broaden the involvement of
members while giving new
members another relationship
through which they can become
integrated into the life of Old First.

Participation by all men of the

church is invited.   Paul Derkasch
will convene our next meeting at
8:30 a.m. on Saturday, June 14 in
the Fiske Room  A light breakfast
will be served.  P l ans  for
the fall will be formulated at the
June 14 meeting.  Please join the
fellowship; you will have an
opportunity to help define its
mission.



H UNTI NGTON’S 350TH

A NNI VERSA RY

CEL EBRA TI ON

“ O l d  F i r s t ’ s
congregation and the
founders of the Town
of Huntington were
one and the same.” 

(History of OFC)

As our part of the Town’s
celebration, after worship on
Sunday, October 5, we will have a
display of many items from the
church vault — records, clippings,
pictures, old light fixtures, etc., in
the Parish Hall.  We will also have
a slide show of the history of Old
First Church running in the
Sanctuary.

Between 12 noon and 3:00
p.m., our doors will be open to
welcome town visitors.  We will
need many hands to help greet,
direct, escort, at all doors, etc.
(We have no idea how many will
come.)

Please plan to stay and join us
to help.  Please speak to any Mole
or the office. Reading material is
available.  We will be handing out
information sheets to visitors in
October.

Thank you,
The Moles



VA CA TI ON CH URCH
CA MP

June 30 to July 3 
9 a.m. to noon.

Lighthouse Kids is the title of
the camp. Linda Heidenfelder and
Gina Kokontis are co-directing.
Volunteers (grade 5 – to adults age
100) are being recruited so we will
be a good team to lead the
programs for the children age 3 to
grade 4. If you have not been
contacted but would like to help,
call Linda (757-3653). Training
dates are: Wednesday, June 4, 8
p.m. or Thursday, June 5, 9:30
a.m.  The camp is for children of
members and nonmembers. Bring
friends and register now with the
enclosed form, or online at
www.oldfirstchurch.com.

K I D S A ND  YOUTH  CL UB

Kids and Youth Club had the
last program day on May 7 with
family barbecue and skits
performed by the children. Thanks
go to Liz Cavolo, who was the
chef at the grill and to all the
parents who brought salads or
desserts and volunteered during
the year in many capacities (story
telling, crafts, drama, gym,
dinner). 

We will resume on September

17. Plans are in process to have
some community service projects
as part of the program. I am
looking forward again to good
f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  o u r
Kindergartners, 1st to 3rd (Kids
Club) and 4th to 6th graders (Youth
Club) and their parents.

SUMMER WORK  TRI P
Grades 8-12

A ugust 18-21, 2003

We’ll work in soup kitchens
and shelters in NYC and stay
overnight in a Youth Hostel. There
are still openings; if you are
interested call Gina now (427-
2101).

!NEW!
5:30 YOUTH  GROUP

 The experience has shown that
the older the children are the
harder it is for them to find the
time to come to Youth Club on
Wednesday afternoon/evening.  It
also became evident that it is
difficult for the new 9th graders to
join the “established” Youth
Group on Sunday evenings.

Those two realities we hope to
address by opening up a new
meeting time for 7th to 9th graders
on Sunday evenings from 5:30
p.m. to 7 p.m.  We will have some



programs and trips combined with
the 7 o’clock Youth Group. The
goal will be fellowship, sharing
and deepening our faith,  having
fun together and good discussions
about issues of our lives. We’ll
start on September 7.

7 O’CL OCK  YOUTH  GROUP 

The 7 o’clock Youth Group
will meet as usual on Sunday
evenings from 7-9 p.m.

We are looking forward to
different fundraisers during the
summer, the trip to Six Flags on
June 14, the Summer Work Trip in
August, and are hopeful that we’ll
get visas to visit our sister church
in Havana, Cuba, during the
President’s week in February
2004.

PRA YER SERVI CES

During the Lenten Season we
met for prayer every Wednesday
morning for about 15 minutes
followed by fellowship with coffee
and bagels. Some expressed
interest in continuing to have a
short worship service on a week
day. Please fill out the slip below,
indicating what day and time you
would prefer and return it to the
church office.

Name:_____________________
____
Phone:_____________________
____
D a y  o f  w e e k :
_________________ T i



me:_____________ (morning)
   ______________ (evening)

Interested in Leadership:
yes ___ no ___

A D UL T ED UCA TI ON
CL A SS

“What Matters to Me
A nd Why”

Sundays through June 29 9:00-9:45 a.m.

The purpose of this class and
invitation is to give witness to the
enduring values, beliefs, and
practices/ethics which make life
meaningful and real. Each Sunday
another  member of  our
congregation will introduce us to
what matters to her/him and why
by leading us into a scripture
passage which is inspiring to
her/him, or by sharing a
transformation experience, or by
giving testimony of who Jesus
Christ is to him/her and to what
he/she feels called to. What are the
sustaining beliefs without which
your life would dissolve? Join us
in the Fiske Room. If you need
childcare, just give us a call (427
2101)

SUMMER BI BL E STUD Y

During the summer months
Chuck is glad to offer Bible Study
during July, and Gina during
August.  However, because of
many being away, we would
appreciate your voicing your



Come to the

PENTECOST PA RTY

Sunday, June 8

Following worship join us on the
front lawn as we welcome the
Confirmands and celebrate the
Church’s birthday and have hero
sandwiches and ice cream
sundaes.

interest. If you like to have Adult
classes during the summer months,
please call either Chuck or Gina
( 4 2 7 -  2 1 0 1 )  o r  e m a i l
ofc125@cs.com.

SUMMER SUPPORT

 FOR OFC

It only takes a moment, but the
impact can be lasting.  Taking the
opportunity to stay current in your
giving during the lean summer
months can and will enable your
church to remain current in its
obligations.  So, please keep your
giving envelope at the front of
your bills.  Make sure it gets filled
and delivered to Old First whether
you are in town or away.

Better yet, consider a second
mile gift to help your congregation
remain faithful.  Old First is a
strong church today due to the
countless acts of sacrifice her
members have made on her behalf
over the years.

Thanks very much!
Chuck Cary



JUNE
CA L END A R

SUNDAY, JUNE 1
9:00 a.m. CS Teachers
9:00 a.m. Session/New Members
9:00 a.m. Adult Education

10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School

MONDAY, JUNE 2
6:45 p.m. Confirmation
7:00 p.m. Quilting
7:45 p.m. PNC

TUESDAY, JUNE 3
10:00 a.m. Circle 6 play group
11:30 a.m. PW Board Picnic at home

of Doris Fleming
8:00 p.m. Board of Deacons
8:00 p.m. Trustees

   LI Presbytery at Southold

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 4
5:00 p.m. Choir - grades 1-3
5:30 p.m. Choir - grades 4-8
8:00 p.m. VCC training

THURSDAY, JUNE 5
9:30 a.m. VCC training
7:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
7:30 p.m. Summer Intern Committee
8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

FRIDAY, JUNE 6

9:30 a.m. Crafts Workshop

SATURDAY, JUNE 7
9:00 a.m. O f f i c e r  T r a i n i n g  a t

Commack Presbytery office

SUNDAY, JUNE 8
9:00 a.m. Adult Study

10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School

MONDAY, JUNE 9
7:00 p.m. Quilting
7:30 p.m. Circle 1 picnic at home of

Priscilla Jahier
7:45 p.m. PNC

TUESDAY, JUNE 10
10:00 a.m. Circle 6 play group
8:00 p.m. Session

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 11

THURSDAY, JUNE 12

FRIDAY, JUNE 13
9:30 a.m. Crafts Workshop

SATURDAY, JUNE 14
8:30 a.m. Men’s Group

SUNDAY, JUNE 15
9:00 a.m. Adult Study



NEW SUMMER WORSH I P

SCH ED UL E

9:00 a.m.
During Sundays in July and

August the regular worship service
will be an hour earlier at 9:00 a.m.

The Sacrament of Holy
Communion will be celebrated
during the service on July 6 and
August 3.

Our regular 10 a.m. worship time
will resume on Sunday, September
7.

10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School
11:15 a.m. Memories of OFC

MONDAY, JUNE 16
7:00 p.m. Quilting
7:45 p.m. PNC

TUESDAY, JUNE 17
10:00 a.m. Circle 6 play group
12:00 p.m. Circle 3 Picnic at home of

Judy Mongeluzzi

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18
7:30 p.m. Outreach Committee

THURSDAY, JUNE 19

FRIDAY, JUNE 20
9:30 a.m. Crafts Workshop

SUNDAY, JUNE 22
9:00 a.m. Adult Education

10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School

MONDAY, JUNE 23
7:00 p.m. Quilting
7:45 p.m. PNC

TUESDAY, JUNE 24
10:00 a.m. Circle 6 play group
8:00 p.m. CE Committee

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 25
11:30 a.m. Circle 2 Picnic at home of

Hope Brockway

THURSDAY, JUNE 26

FRIDAY, JUNE 27
9:30 a.m. Crafts Workshop

SUNDAY, JUNE 29
9:00 a.m. Adult Education

10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School
11:15 a.m. Church School Picnic

MONDAY, JUNE 30
9:00 a.m. VCC
7:00 p.m. Quilting
7:45 p.m. PNC




