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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK

As Presbyterians we belong to a “family” larger by far than the
local church, and through which we carry-out witness and work
greater by far than what a particular congregation can accomplish on
its own.  In October we shall have opportunity to meet several
partners in ministry.  

On October 1, World Communion Sunday, we’ll welcome the
Revs. Drs. Edgar Moros and Donna Laubach Moros, from Spain.  A

fuller introduction to Edgar and Donna is included elsewhere in this Weathervane.  I
encourage you to come, learn about their new and exciting ministries in a largely
Roman Catholic country, and make new mission friends.

On October 22 we’ll welcome Dennis Piermont, Moderator of the Presbytery of
Long Island.  Dennis is an architect, a member of the East Hampton Church, and a
skilled consultant to Presbyterian congregations in transition.  From time-to-time I hear
complaints about our presbytery.  Perhaps such grumbling is a natural part of
organizational life.  But just as international “mission” is no mere abstract concept, but
takes the actual shape and form of particular servants like Edgar and Donna, so too
“presbytery” isn’t a mere faceless bureaucracy, but a unit of mission led by particular
servants like Dennis.

When the Paul wrote to co-laborers in the church’s universal work, he declared:
“I thank my God for you every time I think of you, and every time I pray for you, I pray
with joy” (Philippians 1:3-4).  Let this be the cause for our gratitude and joy, as well:
that we are not alone, but partners in a family of witness and work!

See you in Church!
Rick



WORLD COMMUNION

SUNDAY

OCTOBER 1

On World Communion Sunday we
welcome international guests – Edgar
Moros and Donna Laubach Moros.

Edgar and Donna are mission co-
workers in Spain.  They serve on the
faculty of the United Evangelical
Seminary in Madrid, teaching classes
there as well as developing programs,
creating materials, and doing extension
work with Protestant congregations all
over Spain.  Edgar also teaches at the
Pontifical University of Comillas.

Edgar is a native of Venezuela,
where he served for many years as a
Presbyterian Pastor and Professor.  He
is a graduate of Maryville College and
Princeton Seminary, with a doctorate in
philosophy from Vanderbilt University.
Donna is originally from Niagara Falls,
N.Y.  She served for years as a
missionary in Colombia and
Venezuela, as well as an editor of bi-
lingual religious publications in the
United States.  Donna also graduated
from Maryville, with graduate degrees
from Princeton and Vanderbilt, and
Tennessee State University.

Edgar and Donna are currently on
furlough in Princeton.  They will assist
in various ways in 10 a.m. worship on
October 1, including celebrating the

Lord’s Supper.  They will also be
available in the Fiske Room afterward
for questions-and-answers.

PEACEMAKING

OFFERING

Sunday, October 1 is World
Communion Sunday. It is also the day
that we join fellow Presbyterians all
over the world in giving to the annual
Peacemaking Offering.  

The Peacemaking Offering supports
the peacemaking efforts of the church at
every governing body level, and
provides an opportunity to witness to
God's gift of peace in the world.

In order to help the whole church
respond to God's peacegiving in the
world, 25% of the Peacemaking
Offering is retained by congregations for
their support of their own peacemaking
ministry; 25% is used to support
Presbytery and Synod peacemaking
efforts; 50% is forwarded to the
Presbyterian Peacemaking Program of
the General Assembly, so that it can
continue to provide assistance and
resources for congregations and other
bodies of the  Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.).



ACCESSIBILITY

 TASK FORCE 

BEING FORMED

The plan (now delayed) to install a
chair lift has aroused many related
questions and concerns about ways Old
First is accessible and welcoming (or
not) to people with specialized
characteristics and needs.  A Task
Force is being formed to explore and
study these questions and concerns.
Resuming excellent work begun by a
committee about 15 years ago, this
newly-formed Task Force will look
afresh at difficulties likely to be
encountered at Old First by people with
limited mobility, vision, hearing and
similar factors.  It will NOT be the
responsibility of this short-term (a few
months ought to suffice to get the job
done) Task Force to implement major
changes.  Actual modifications may be
proposed, but can only be carried-out
by action of the session and trustees.
What’s required first is a needs-
assessment, to inform, guide and direct
church officers to plan such actions.
What’s especially sought are the
experiences and insights of those who
deal with these obstacles themselves,
or with a family member or friend.  Are
you interested in serving on this
important Task Force?  If so, please let
Rick know.

STEWARDSHIP

The 2007 Stewardship Drive will
come in November, but October’s not
too soon to begin thinking about our
contribution of financial support to Old
First.  To show our faith and
thanksgiving, we return a part of God’s
gifts to us to help the Church carry out
its work.  Although we may have come
to associate financial contributions as
sacrificial and unpleasant, in truth those
who give to the church systematically
and in proportion to income find that
this practice brings: joy, in a way and at
a depth that cannot be achieved through
more self-centered act ivi ties;
awareness, for as we become more
sensitive to others’ needs, we grow
closer to God; and fulfil lment, as the
sincerity of our commitment to God is
strengthened week-by-week.  Give with
a loving, generous heart!

WHAT’S YOUR E-MAIL?

Although we continue to
communicate with our members by print
and phone, more-and-more news is now
going-out these days via e-mail.  Do we
have your e-mail address?



PANCAKE BREAKFAST

Sunday

October 15

11:00 - 12:30 

Please come, bring your

family and friends for an
excellent Pancake Breakfast,

including sausage, eggs,
coffee, tea and pancakes!

  Advance tickets can be
purchased in the Parish Hall

after worship.
$7 Adults

$5 youth (ages 3-12)
Children under 3 are free

Tickets will also be available

at the door the day of the
breakfast but prices will

increase $1 so plan ahead and
purchase early.

Proceeds will benefit
the Deacons’ Thanksgiving

Basket Program.

FLOWER SALE

Stop!  Wait!  Don’t buy those
chrysanthemums yet!  The Deacons are
holding a mum, kale and cabbage flower
sale at our annual Pancake Breakfast on
October 15.  Same first-rate quality as
our plants sold on Mother’s Day.



IF I HAD MY CHILD
TO RAISE OV ER AGAIN

If I had my child to raise all over
again,

I’d  finger paint more, and point
the finger less.

I’ d do less correcting, and more
connecting.

I’d take off my watch, and watch
with my eyes.

I would care to know less, and
know to care more.

I’d take more hikes and fly more
kites.

I’d  stop playing serious, and
seriously play.

I’d  run through move fields, and
gaze at more stars.

I’d  do more hugging, and less
tugging.

I would be firm less often, and
affirm much more.

I’d build self-esteem first, and the
house later.

I’d  teach less about the love of
power, and more about the power of
love.

Diane Loomans

Parents – Your child’s Sunday School
experience will be a brief one.  Time
will pass in an instant, they will be
confirmed and hopefully move onto
experiences within the church as an

adult.  Don’t miss the opportunity to be
with them as they grow.  Volunteer to
be a Sunday School Assistant.  They’ll
love having you with them and you’ll
know that you helped them understand
that God’s love is with them always as
is yours.

Call the church office or e-mail
Jamie Reinish at jcr1610@aol.com to
join the fun.

PUMPKIN CARVING

Sunday,
October 22
4-6  P.M.

Dress up, bring a pumpkin,
your carving tools, a finger
dessert and join us for heroes
and fun!

Sign up on Sundays in October
in the Parish Hall or call
Barbara McCartney for
reservations.

$7 (12 and over)
$5 (6-11)

free (under 5)

Reservations required!
Please no walk-ins.

Deadline Wednesday, Oct. 18



CUBA REPORT

In July three youth members of
Old First – Erich Behrens, Ginny
Johnson and Zachary Youngquist –
participated in a Presbytery of Long
Island youth trip to Cuba.  Here are
excerpts from their good reports and
reflections on the experience.

Erich.  Going to Cuba was an
experience I’ll never forget . . . We
experienced nothing but friendly faces
and smiles, not only from the people
participating in the youth conference
but even people that we encountered on
the streets and elsewhere.  The people
we met were great and we all became
friends.  We took part in a religious
youth conference with a group of kids
from Chicago and also kids from Cuba.
We learned a great deal about how the
presbyteries are in different areas.  The
Church experience in Cuba was
somewhat different than in our church,
but in many ways it was the same . . . I
am very thankful that I went.

Ginny.  We arrived at Jose Martin
airport in Havana, Cuba, via puddle
jumper out of Miami.  We landed and
entered the terminal where I exchanged
50 euros for Cuban convertibles, which
is now the primary currency for
tourists.  The US dollar is no longer
accepted legally in Cuba . . . On the
way to the Luyano church I was

surprised to see the state of the
buildings.  Many are falling over and
uninhabitable by our standards.  The
people though are welcoming, friendly
and beautiful as always . . . The
connection, love and friendship I have
been offered through our relationship
with the presbytery of Cuba have given
me a fresh, proactive perspective on the
world.  This experience was invaluable,
and it will stay with me for the rest of
my life. 

Zachary.  Cuba was a wonderful
experience.  I had a great time with the
Cuban youth, learning their opinions on
the church.  Cubans have an enormous
amount of faith in God and Christ.
Even though they were poor, they were
happy.  I had a great time there and
think it has helped me grow spiritually.
Cuba is a remarkable country.

These are merely brief excerpts
from more comprehensive reports.  The
three youth will present a fuller report to
the congregation later this Fall.

COMMUNITY FOOD

COUNCIL

Needed: jelly and canned fruit.
When you come to worship on
October 1, please bring with you
donations of jelly or canned fruit.



PRESBYTERIAN

WOMEN

The Coordinating Team will meet  on
Tuesday, October 3 at 10:00 a.m. in the
Fiske Room.  Refreshments at 9:30
a.m. 

Circle 1 Monday, October 16 at 7:30
p.m. in the Fiske Room.  They will
start a new Bible study in addition to a
program, watch Sunday bulletin for
details. 

Circ le 2 Wednesday,  October 25 at
11:30 a.m. in the Fiske Room. The
speaker will be Leslie Schult - topic
“Women’s Healing”. 

Circle 3 Tuesday, October 10 at 12:30
p.m. in the Fiske Room. They will
continue their study of the Book of
Genesis. 

Circle 4 Quilting Group Thursday
mornings at 9:30 a.m. in the Craft
Room upstairs.  Quilters and women
who want to quilt are needed!  

Circle 6 Watch bulletin for
information about October meeting.  

Crafts Friday mornings, 9:30 a.m.
upstairs in the Craft Room. Come help

make beautiful items to be sold at the
November 4 Fall Fair.

These circles offer a wide variety of
programs to all the women of the
church.  Not only are there a variety of
interests, there are also difference times
available.  Circle 1 meeting at 7:30 p.m.
makes it possible for women who work
outside the home to attend.  Circle 6
meets either in the evening or if in the
daytime provides child care if needed.
The Quilting and Craft circles allow
women to express their creativity.  The
Bible study circle offers the opportunity
to study the Bible in a non-threatening,
informal atmosphere.  Circle 2 has
programs ranging from book reports to
history to travelogues.  Maybe even
more importantly, a circle offers
fellowship – the chance to be a part of a
small group in a large church.  I invite
you to participate. You are needed and
will be warmly welcomed. 



86TH ANNUAL FALL FAIR

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 4

Our favorite time of year is rapidly
approaching.  Summer has flown by
and we are looking foward to cool fall
days and our 86th annual Fall Fair.  Put
it on your calendar — Saturday,
November 4, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
— then plan to be a part of the
festivities.

Volunteers are needed both during
Fair Week and Fair Day.  Rummage,
Silent Auction, White Elephant,
Boutique, Books, Holiday Crafts,
Country Store, Linens, Jewelry and
Toys are all in need of volunteers.
Promise to bake a special treat for the
Bake Booth – please no goodies
requiring refrigeration. Spend one day
making apple pies or on the Friday
before the Fair, help is always needed
preparing the clam chowder and
Sandy’s delicious salads.  You are
needed!  There is a great spirit among
everyone working on the Fair.  An
added bonus – you’ll make new friends
and renew old friendships.

Silent Auction looks forward to
receiving your generous donations of
quality items.  Marian Simpson is in
charge of merchant donations.  If you
have a store or business connection,
please call Marian.  Also, do a little
brainstorming for unusual auction
items.  Consider services, dinners from

your favorite restaurant, vacation homes
and Spa days. 

We are requesting that your fair
donations not be brought to the church
until Sunday afternoon before Fair
Week.  Storage space is a problem.  We
also ask that no donations be brought to
the church on Friday, the 3rd.

Bring your friends and family to the
86th Annual Fall Fair on November 4.

Co-Chairpersons
Bobbi Peterson and Marge Sammis

PEACE, UNITY AND

PURITY: WHERE IS

JUSTICE?

A program presented by Honoring All
Voices, a partnership of Long Island
Presbyterian Churches, including Old
First on Saturday, October 21, 9 AM -
12:30 p.m. at Bethany Presbyterian
Church, 425 Maplewood Road,
Huntington Station.

Keynote address: Jack Rogers,
Professor of Theology Emeritus, San
Francisco Seminary, Former Moderator,
Presbyterian Church (USA).

To make reservations, call 631-
423-6359



OCTOBER CALENDAR

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 1
10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School
6:00 p.m. Confirmation

MONDAY, OCTOBER 2

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 3 
9:30 a.m. PW Board
8:00 p.m. Trustees
8:00 p.m. Deacons

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 4
5:00 p.m. Fun With The Bible
5:00 p.m. Kids Choir
5:30 p.m. Youth Choir

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 5
 9:30 a.m. Quilting

8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 6 
9:30 a.m. Crafts

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 7

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 8
10:00 p.m. Worship & Church School

MONDAY, OCTOBER 9
Church Offices Closed

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 10
12:30 p.m. Circle 3

8:00 p.m. Session

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 11
5:00 p.m. Fun With the Bible
5:00 p.m. Kids Choir
5:30 p.m. Youth Choir
7:30 p.m Personnel 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12
9:30 a.m. Quilting
8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13
9:30 a.m. Crafts

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15
10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School
11:00 a.m. Pancake Breakfast
11:00 a.m. New Member Class

MONDAY, OCTOBER 16
7:30 p.m. Circle 1

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18
5:00 p.m. Fun With The Bible
5:00 p.m. Kids Choir
5:30 p.m. Youth Choir

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19
9:30 a.m. Quilting
8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20
9:30 a.m. Crafts

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 22
10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School
11:00 a.m. Fall Fair Meeting
4:00 p.m. Pumpkin Carving

 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 23

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 24

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25
11:30 a.m. Circle 2
5:00 p.m. Fun With The Bible
5:00 p.m. Kids Choir
5:30 p.m. Youth Choir

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26
9:30 a.m. Quilting
8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 27
9:30 a.m. Crafts

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 29
9:00 a.m. Worship & Church School

MONDAY, OCTOBER 30
9:00 a.m. Fair Set Up

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 31
9:00 a.m. Fair Set Up

 


