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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK

I passed a restaurant recently with a most intriguing sign out front. It read:
CLASSIC CUISINE. BIKERS WELCOME.

Idon’t mean to insult motorcyclists by suggesting that they don’t appreciate elegant
dining. But I assume that a biker on a hot summer day might prefer something hearty
and simple, in an informal setting. It would take a creative and resourceful restaurant
to meet both these claims — to provide a classic cuisine and dining environment, yet
in a way that makes bikers to feel welcome.

But this is the challenge before the church

The Gospel which has been passed to us, and entrusted to our care, is “classic.”
It is the “Word of life” (1 John 1:1), “the peace which surpasses all understanding”
(Philippians 4:7), “the strength that comes from his glorious power” (Colossians 1:11).
Nothing may be added to it or taken from it, nor should it be lessened or compromised
in any way. Itis “the power of God for salvation to everyone who has faith” (Romans
1:16).

And yet, the church is called to announce and live this eternal Gospel in ways that
make everyone feel welcome. How do we declare the eternal Word of God with
relevance and strength? How do we perform acts of love and mercy, such that the
world will know the compassion of Christ through us? How do we order and arrange
our life together, that in the church’s witness the lonely will find friendship, the
confused clarity, and the disconsolate hope?

This calling requires us to be a creative and resourceful church! But in reliance on
the Holy Spirit, we can rise up this high calling. Let us resolve to be a church which
never wavers or weakens in its commitment to the classic faith, yet a church where
everyone is welcome.

See you in Church
Rick



SEPTEMBER WORSHIP

September 5 - 10 a.m.
Celebration of Communion

9/11 Remembrance Service
Saturday, September 11, Noon
A half-hour service of Scripture,

prayer and reflection

September 12 - 10 a.m.
Ordination and Installation
of Officers
First day of Church School

September 19 - 10 a.m.
Celebration of Baptism
Church School Picnic following
worship

September 26 - 10 a.m.
The Rev. Hector Mendez, preaching
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church
Havana, Cuba

ST

KEN'S KORNER

Welcome back, everybody! I hope
you had a wonderful summer and are
all refreshed and ready for a truly
exciting and spiritually rewarding year.

On December 12 we will have our
joint concert with the Five Towns
College Choir and specialty groups.
Throughout the year we will be
performing some major works, but
instead of evening concerts, we will
build them into the morning services.

As always, we can use some new,
enthusiastic singers to augment our
(sometimes thin) ranks. Give it a try
— you just might love it! T hope to see
you all very soon!

In Christian service,
Kenneth Friese
Director of Music

Rehearsal schedule

* Sanctuary Choir will begin on
Thursday, September 9, at 8:00
p.m.

* Bell Choir will begin rehearsing
on Thursday, September 23, at
7:15 p.m.

* Kids/Youth Choir will resume on
Wednesday, September 15
(grades 1-3) from 5:00 - 5:30,
(grades 4 and up) from 5:30 -
6:00. The Youth Choir also
performs during Sunday worship
and special services throughout
the year.

* High School musicians
interested in participating in
worship services, please contact
Diane Starost.




STEWARDSHIP
WE SAY YES!

The last few years have been times
of transition and change in the life of
Old First Church. As difficult as some
of these times have been, by God’s
grace we have faced them, and been
strengthened in faith, hope and love.

Now we look forward!  An
important aspect of this forward look is
to undertake stewardship with energy,
enthusiasm and commitment!

God has said YES to OId First
Church — YES, God still has
wonderful plans and purposes in mind
for us! Yes, there’s work for us to do.
Yes, there are ministries for us to
initiate. Yes, there are unchurched
neighbors for us to reach.

Now it’s time for us to say YES to
God — YES, we are eager to take the
risks of rising up to the opportunities
and challenges of God’s high calling
for Old First!

We have a YES-saying God!

This fall’s Stewardship Drive will
explore how we may become a YES-
saying congregation!

SANCTUARY FLOWERS

Each Sunday a member of our
congregation donates the flowers for
the worship service in memory or
appreciation of a loved one, or to
celebrate special occasions such as
birthdays, weddings, graduations, etc.
If you would like to add to the beauty
of the service while remembering
family or friends, please sign up on the
flower list on the hallway bulletin
board or call Gloria Nass for more
details.

MEN'S CLUB

The next meeting of the Old First
Men’s Club will be on Saturday,
September 18 at 8:30 a.m. in the Fiske
Room. The agenda for this meeting is
to elect new officers of the group
among other things. We will also
review the results of the survey that
was taken at the night out meeting.
Come join us. All are welcome.



CHURCH

SCHOOL
STARTS ON
SEPTEMBER 12

As always, the
children will start to be with us in the
worship service at 10 a.m.. After the
children’s sermon they will go to the
Church School Assembly, where they
celebrate birthdays, sing and pray
together and meet their teachers to go
to the classrooms until 11:10 a.m.

On the first day of Church School
there will be an extensive Assembly, so
that the children get to know each
other, the Superintendents and the
teachers. Please fill out a registration
form which you received in the mail or
which can be given to you by the
Church School teachers any Sunday.

CHURCH SCHOOL
TEACHERS MEETING
Saturday, September 11

10:00 a.m.

KIDS CLUB

Kids Club is for children from
kindergarten to third grade. It is run
parallel to the Youth Club (see below)
always on Wednesdays from 4:30 to
6:30 p.m. We will start on September
15. The children will enjoy in half-hour
program blocks rhymes, craft and
recreation, stories or youth choir (if you
choose, see below), a Bible lesson, dinner
together with the Youth Club, and
playtime.

YOUTH CLUB

Youth Club is for the fourth
through sixth graders (older children
are welcome as well) and begins
parallel to the Kids Club on
Wednesday, September 15, at 4:30-
6:30 p.m. The youth will have half-
hour program blocks, including
recreation, youth choir (see below) or
study time, crafts or drama, dinner
(together with the Kids Club), and
Bible lesson.

Kids and Yauth Club onlywork
with your support! We encoage all
parentgo participate inwhatevefield
you would like cookirg and seving
dinner, telling a story, teaching
rhymesjeading ina craft’s project,in
recreationalactivities, or watching the
kids after dinner in their playtime.



KIDS/YOUTH CHOIR

Kids/Youth Choir meets for
rehearsal on Wedhesdays 85:00 p.m.
until 5:30 p.m. (grades 1-3),
respectively from 5:30 to 6:00 p.m.
(grades 4 and up), performs once or
twice a month in our regular Sunday
worship service at 10 a.m., at special
occasions, and holidays, and gives a
wonderful Spring Concert. For
Kids/Youth Club children the choir
rehearsal can be a part of the Club
program. Choir rehearsal starts on
September 15.

CONFIRMATION CLASS

The 2004-2005 Confirmation Class
will meet Sundays, 6:45-7:00 p.m.
beginning September 12. 1t is for 8"
graders. Information has been mailed
to parents of 8" graders on our church
mailing list, but if we missed someone,
or if you know someone not in our
church family who might want to
participate, please contact Pastor
Richard Raum. All are welcome!

HOWDY FOLKS!

Please join us
on
Sunday, September 19,
immediately following
worship as we kick off the
Church School year with a
Texas Style Barbeque.

We will be serving up
some good food, music,
and games for one and all.

We hope to see you'll
there for some rootin’
tootin' Texas style funl!




PW CIRCLES
WELCOME YOU...

Welcomeback! Hope you 4d a
wonderfulsummer. As yoswing back
into your fall schedwd, Presbyterian
Womeninvite ya to join one ¢ our
circles.Picka time, atopic or a group
thatinterests you ansimply jonin the
fun. From Bibk gudy to fdowship to
crafts to misson projects to play
groups, there is smething fo
everyone. We welcome you
participation.

Coordinating Team:

The Coordinating Team usually
meets on the first Tuesday moming of
each month in the Fiske Room from
9:30 a.m. to noon. Refreshments are
served. However, the first meeting of
this year will be held on Wednesday,
September 8.

Circle 1: Meets one Monday evening
of the month from 7:30-9:30 p.m. in
the Fiske Room. The guest speaker and
discussion leader on September 20
will be Irene Lape, our Huntington
neighbor and author of Leadings.The
book may be purchased for $14 from
Anna Bess Robinson. All are welcome

Circle 2: Meets on the fourth

Wednesday of each month at 11:30 am
in the Fiske Room. Bring a bag lunch.
Dessert and coffee will be served. The
first meeting this fall will be held on
September 22. The program will be a
brief book report of the summer
reading program.

Circle 3: Meets on the third Tuesday
of each month at 12:30 p.m. in the
Fiske Room. On September 21, the
group will begin a new Horizon Bible
Study. A light lunch is served at 12:30
p.m. and a short meeting begins at 1:00
p.m., immediately followed by the
Bible study.

Circle 4: The Quilting Group will be
meeting Thursday mornings from 9:30-
11:00 am. in the Craft Room
beginning September 9. The group
will continue work on Grandmother’s
Garden Quilt for the November Fall
Fair. The group will also meet one
Monday evening per month, beginning
September 20. This is a particularly
good time to join as a beginner.

Circle 5: The Craft Group meets
Friday mornings from 9:30 a.m. to 12
noon upstairs in the Craft Room
beginning on September 17. Stop in
for a cup of coffee, or just to chat. New
folks are always welcome.



Circle 6: Circle 6, for Mom’s with
children is scheduled for September
14 at 10:00 a.m. in the Fiske Room. It
will be a planning meeting for the
2004-05 season. Childcare will be
available. Please RSVP your childcare
needs to Sheri Gaitings.

Scrabble Group:

A special thanks is extended to
Edie Jahier for organizing the Scrabble
group. The group is grateful for an
opportunity to keep their minds alert.
All participants are truly enjoying the
fellowship.

Help Needed:

A “sweat shop” is being planned to
assembly shoulder covers for oncology
patients at Huntington Hospital. If you
are willing to help, please call Asenath
Fuchs.

CALLING ALL QUILTS

Next spring the Presbyterian
Women of Old First Church will host a
quilt exhibit. If you have a quilt(s) that
you would be willing to show and
share information about, please call
Asenath Fuchs now. Proper handling
and security are promised. A portion
of the show is dedicated to quilts
inspired by the tragedy on 9/11.






BIENVENIDO
HECTOR MENDEZ

The Reverend Hector Mendez will
visit Old First Church September 25-
29.  You will have the following
opportunities to meet and greet Rev.
Mendez.

Sunday morning, September 26

Worship followed by brunch and
conversation in the Parish Hall.

Sundaynight— Pizza dinner - 5:30
Youth Group — all welcome.

Tueglay, September 28 PW
breakfast at 9:30. All welcome. Then
Reverend Mendez will speak at the
Presbytery of Long Island meeting.

Our partnership is facing some of
its most difficult days as the new
regulations against travel to Cuba took
effect June 26. Also, Hurricane
Charley did hit the Havana area with
devastation in surrounding small towns
and damage to the church roof. Please
pray for our partners in Cuba.

Rev. Hector Mendez is the pastor
of our sister church, La Primera Iglesia
Presbiteriana. He was President of the
Cuban National Presbyterian Church
from 1986-1992 and he continues to
serve on the National Board in
different capacities. He is currently on
the Central Committee of the World
Council of Churches. Although he has

lived in Cuba all his life, since his
youth he has been involved with the
Latin-American Union of Ecumenical
Youth, The Latin American Council of
Churches and the WCC. We welcome
him to Old First Church.
Lucy Fetterolf
Mission/Peacemaking Committee

ZIMBABWE
CHURCH LEADER
AT OLD FIRST

The Reverend Paul Neshangwe, a
Presbyterian from Chinhoyi,
Zimbabwe, will visit Old First! He is
involved in peacemaking initiatives,
and actively engaged in ministries with
people living with HIV/AIDS.

Reverend Neshangwe will preach at
Old First on October 3, World
Communion/Peacemaking Sunday.
What a blessing to celebrate the
universal reach of God’s love with a
church leader and preacher from
southern Africa. He also will speak at
a luncheon following worship that day.
Plan to join us!

Reverend Neshwange will be
available October 1-8, to speak to
church and community groups. Do you
know any group who may be interested



in welcoming him? If so, please
contact Candace Moose. Also, please
contact her if you might be willing to
host him overnight, invite him for a
meal, or provide transportation or
recreation.

Loose Change Offering:

Please remember our Loose Change
Offering for our missionaries in
Malawi, Africa. Clean out your
drawers, your pockets and
pocketbooks, your car and all of those
areas where your loose change hides.
What we deem as insignificant and
unimportant could mean the world to
people who earn less than $1,000 a
year.

Candace Moose
Mission/Peacemaking Committee

E-MAIL
COMMUNICATION

We are increasingly using e-mail to
communicate with our members.
Periodic updates on church happenings
are e-mailed, as well as reports and
announcements of “late breaking”
items pertaining to the congregation.
There is no current plan to eliminate
the Weathervanewhich continues to
be an important and trusted source of
news about the church. However, the

timeliness, emphasis and flexibility of
e-mail makes this a valuable
communication channel, and it will
grow in importance as time goes by.

We currently have about 100 e-mail
addresses of church members. If we
don’thave yours, please submit it to us.
You can drop it by the church office;
or, better yet, go to the church website
— www.oldfirstchurch.com — and
follow the instructions to report your e-
mail address. Thanks.






SEPTEMBER
CALENDAR

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 1
9:00 a.m. Vacation Church Camp

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2
9:00 a.m. Vacation Church Camp

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 3

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 4

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 5
10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6
Church Offices Closed

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7
3:00 p.m. Directory Photos
8:00 p.m. Trustees

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
9:30 a.m. PW Board
3:00 p.m. Directory Photos

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9
9:30 a.m. Quilting
8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
9:30 p.m. Crafts

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11
9:00a.m. Session/Deacons Orientation

10:00 a.m. CS Teachers
12:00 p.m. 9/11 Service

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School

3:00 p.m. Memorial Service for Ingrid
Mazur
6:45 p.m. Confirmation

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14
10:00 a.m. Circle 6
8:00 p.m. Session

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15
4:30 p.m. Kids/Youth Club
5:00 p.m. Kids Choir
5:30 p.m. Youth Choir
8:00 p.m. Board of Deacons
WEATHERVANE DEADLINE

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
9:30 a.m. Quilting
8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17
9:30 a.m. Crafts



SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26
8:30 p.m. Men’s Club 10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School
11:15 a.m. Mission Breakfast
6:45 p.m. Confirmation
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19
10:00 a.m. Worship & Church School MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27
11:15 a.m. Church School Picnic
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

7:00 p.m. Quilting WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
7:30 p.m. Circle 1 4:30 p.m. Kids/Youth Club
5:00 p.m. Kids Choir
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 5:30 p.m. Youth Choir
12:30 p.m. Circle 3 7:00 p.m. Compass Team

7:30 p.m. CE Committee
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 9:30 a.m. Quilting
11:30 p.m. Circle 2 7:15 p.m. Handbell Choir
4:30 p.m. Kids/Youth Club 8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir

5:00 p.m. Kids Choir
5:30 p.m. Youth Choir
8:00 p.m. Adult Ministry Committee

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
9:30 a.m. Quilting

7:15 p.m. Handbell Choir Old First Church

7:30 p.m. Personnel Committee Worship Schedule

8:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir returns to
10:00 a.m.

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24
9:30 a.m. Crafts On Sunday,

September 5

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25




