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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK

One of my more memorable children’s sermons happened
on the first Sunday of the season of Lent.  A boisterous,
loveable boy of about six was eager to answer my question as
to the meaning of “Lent.”  “I know, I know,” he said with
unavoidable enthusiasm.  So, I invited him to define “Lent.”
Without hesitation he declared, “It’s the stuff that collects in
your bellybutton!”  Needless to say, there was more joy,
laughter and delight in that worship than a typical Easter
Sunday!  Folks are still laughing, I’m sure.  To a six-year-old,
the difference between “lint” and “Lent” is minimal.  The one who laughed loudest
was the Lord himself, who I suspect welcomes such comments as Holy diversions.

What is the meaning of Lent here at Old First?  In some ways the meaning is that
of the church universal.  From the term “lengthening of days,” this holy season is the
forty days of penitence and preparation prior to the festival of Easter or Christ’s
resurrection.  In the ancient church it was the period in which converts were prepared
for their baptisms, undergoing rigorous preparation which included fasting and much
self-examination.

In our own context, we Protestants reclaim the season after several centuries of
avoidance and suspicion.  The rhythm and self-discipline called for in the journey
would help us appreciate more fully the journey of Jesus himself as he ventured toward
Jerusalem and his atoning death.  Lent begins late this year, with an Ash Wednesday
service at 6:30 p.m., March 5, (in conjunction with the Kids Club program).  Each
Wednesday thereafter Gina or I will lead morning prayers at 7:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary
followed by coffee and bagels in the Fiske Room.  A new program also is a Bible
Study on the Book of Job each Sunday in Lent from 9:00-9:45 a.m. in the Fiske Room.
Again, Gina and I will share leadership, following an original plan of the late David
Bowman to have such a study in Lent of 2002.



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
 OF 

CHURCH WORLD SERVICE
AT OLD FIRST 

ON SUNDAY, MARCH 2

The Mission/Peacemaking
Committee is excited to
announce that the Executive
Director of Church World
Service, John L. McCullough,
will be our guest speaker on
March 2. 

He just returned from a
five-day visit in Iraq. His
schedule is immensely busy, so
that the committee decided to
g r a s p  t h i s  fortu i to u s
opportunity. Mr. McCullough will
give a Moment for Mission and
following the service will speak
to us in the Parish Hall. 

Join us for this important
program, a bite of fresh bagel
and coffee/tea. Childcare will
be available.

The Book of Common Worship
declares in this Invitation to a Lenten
Discipline:  “We begin this holy season
by acknowledging our need for
repentance, and for the mercy and
forgiveness proclaimed in the Gospel
of Jesus Christ.”  Hopelessly dour?
Not at all.  With memories of an
unforgettable children’s message I
begin each Lenten journey.  I hope
you’ll join me here at Old First Church
for a memorable Lenten season.

Chuck Cary
Interim Pastor

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

LENTEN SERIES

The Christian Education Committee
is pleased to announce that during
Lent, Old First is going to be having
some new offerings. Beginning on
Wednesday, March 5, 2003 (Ash
Wednesday), we will have morning
prayers at 7:30 a.m. with coffee and
bagels following.  This will continue
for the next six weeks ending on
Wednesday, April 16.

Also, as Reverend Cary has said,
we will have a Lenten series on Sunday
mornings at 9:00 a.m. in the Fiske
Room.  The topic will be the Book of
Job.  This will begin on Sunday,
March 9, and continue through Palm
Sunday, April 13.  This topic is one

that Reverend Bowman wanted to
discuss before he became ill.  We hope
to see a lot of you for both of these
times of fellowship and learning during
Lent.

Christian Education Committee



CHURCH SCHOOL

As we are entering the Lenten
season, the children will talk about
Jacob and Esau, and Jesus when they
went through hard and critical times in
their lives. The children will learn, that
we all get into difficult situations, but
that trusting in God forgiveness and
new beginning is always an option.
God’s love is stronger than our human
afflictions and conflicts, and when we
trust in Him, this love can become
manifest among us people.

Our teachers put a lot of time and
energy into preparation and teaching.
The single goal is to let our young
people grow in faith, so that in times of
insecurity and fears they have a safe
harbor within themselves and in their
congregation. They shall know about
and feel God’s peace, so that they can
be and become peacemakers in our
world. Old First’s Church School is not
limited to members. Your children can
bring friends, you can invite other
families to join us.  And don’t forget:
learning and nurturing faith doesn’t
stop after confirmation, read about our
adult classes, which are part of our
Church school, too!

Next Teachers’ meeting: 
April 6, at 9 a.m.

KIDS AND YOUTH CLUB

Ash Wednesday, March 5, the Club
will start as usual at 4:30. We invite
parents to come for dinner at 6 p.m.
and to join the congregation with their
children at 6:30 for our Ash
Wednesday service in the sanctuary
(will last until about 7:15 p.m.).

Further dates for regular Club: 
March 12, 19, 26, and April 9 and 30.
No Club will be on: April 2, 16,  23.

Last date with family barbecue: May 7

Children can start coming any time,
members and non-members are
welcome. A sign up sheet for parents
or friends to volunteer is on the bulletin
board in the hallway.

CONFIRMATION CLASS

We will meet on Monday March 3,
17, 24, and 31 from 6:45 p.m. till 8
p.m. (There is no class on March 10,
since we’ll have the retreat at the
Presbyterian Center at Holmes on
March 7 and 8.) After having learned
about general church history, we will
have a closer look at the structure and
the major beliefs of the Presbyterian
Church and Old First in particular.
Holy Week will be a topic too, while
going through Lent.



SENIOR HIGHS

All 9th to 12th graders are invited to
come to Youth Group on Sunday
evenings, 7-9 p.m (“Sunday Lounge”).
We meet in the Youth Room at the
church, chat, play games in the gym,
and have short program blocks about
issues which bother us, or things, we
better think of before it is too late, or
questions that never find any answer,
but break many minds and hearts. Any
senior high, member or nonmember, is
invited to join us. Come and check it
out and enjoy great fellowship!

Dates for “Sunday Lounge”: March
2, 9, 16, and 23.

Next Bandfest: March 28 (first
Band will play at 7:30 p.m.) with sleep
over for senior highs who have been to
at least two Sunday Lounges.

CHURCH SCHOOL

 OPEN HOUSE AND

TEACHER RECOGNITION

On Sunday, March 23 there will be
an Open House and Teacher
Recognition.  The Parish Hall will be
filled with display boards showing
what has been done so far this year in
Church School.  Please plan to come
see what your children have learned
and to thank the teachers for their work.

GREAT COMMUNITY EVENT

ON MARCH 20

 AND APRIL 10:

ZOOM IN – LET’S TALK

At 

Cinema Art Center 

423 Park Avenue

 Huntington

Cinema Art Center and the
Huntington Clergy Association invite
everybody to zoom in on films and to
talk each from his/her own perspective
about how the characters in the movies
take their good and bad turns in life.
We are People with different
perspectives, different cultural and
ethnic backgrounds, some are religious
others are not.  We are a Community of
people who have to make decisions
every day.

The first movie will be “Nowhere
in Africa”, which tells the story of a
German man and his Jewish wife
starting a new life in Africa while the
Nazis gain power in their homeland.
The couple has to work hard and
together with the African people.
Questions arise about social classes,
equality, and finally what and where is
‘home’.

We will have a panel of religious
and non-religious men and women, and
a moderator who will keep the floor
open for all voices. 



DEACONS’ DOINGS

The Moderator opened the meeting
on February 4 and thanked all the
Deacons for their efforts in the past
year.

Plans are now being made for a
Valentine Cookie project when cookies
will be delivered to church members
who are ill or otherwise unable to be
with us in church.

In April you will again be able to
take part in the Pancake Breakfast.
This is always fun, so plan on joining
us on Palm Sunday, April 13.  Watch
the Sunday bulletin and Weathervane
for further information on this special
breakfast.

Board of Deacons

ORGAN DONOR

REGISTRATION

If you missed the opportunity to
register as an organ donor during our
recent campaign, you can still do it!
Visit our church’s website at:

http://
www.oldfirstchurch.com

/LifePassItOn.htm

The home page provides a link to
the New York State Department of
Health where you can register online.
It’s real easy.  Give it a try. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR:

PRESBYTERY EVENT

 AT OLD FIRST 

SATURDAY, MAY 3, 

8:30 A.M. - 4:15 P.M.

HONORING ALL VOICES

(HAV)

Well known speakers will be

addressing pressing and controversial

issues in our denomination: Keynote

speaker William Chapman will place

the topic of dissent into a historical

context in the PC (USA), Anna Case-

Winters will speak on theology and

Christology, Sylvia Thorsen-Smith on

human sexuality, and Doug Bartlett

will speak of the politics of war.

Workshops will follow and a worship

service will conclude the day.

Please join us for this exciting

happening at Old First. Brochures with

registration forms will come out soon.



THE SANCTUARY

CHOIR INVITES YOU

TO

AN EVENING OF

FELLOWSHIP AND SONG

MARCH 29

The Old First Church Sanctuary
Choir would like to invite you to an
evening of fellowship and song.  Stop
by the Parish Hall at 6:30 p.m. for
fellowship and hors d’oeuvres,
followed by a formal dinner featuring
chicken breast cooked in garlic and
bacon sauce, with all the trimmings and
chocolate mousse for dessert.  

During dessert, enjoy a concert of
show tunes and opera presented by
Solo Noi Tre (our very own choir
members Gary Lorentzson and Justine
Tietjen accompanied by Ken Friese)
who have been performing all over
Long Island.  Dancing to the music is
highly encouraged!  

Tickets will be on sale starting
March 2 for $20 each.  The money
raised will go toward operating
expenses of the choir and new music.
Donations above the ticket price would
be most welcome.

We promise that all will have a
good time so plan to join us the
evening of Saturday, March 29 for this
special event.

Todd Field
Sanctuary Choir

STEWARDSHIP UP DATE

Last year 400 faithful members of
Old First paid per capita which totaled
$9,954.  This was $10,542 short of our
church’s share and was paid from
funds that could be been used for
mission work, local and world wide.

To date 163 members have paid
2003 dues (per capita) totaling $3,919.
Let us all pay our “dues” (per capita) in
2003 and release these funds for much
needed mission work in our community
and the world.

Per Capita is $24.09 per member
(including confirmed children).  Please
use your blue offering envelope to
make your gift and help Old First meet
this obligation.  Thank you!

Stewardship Committee



KEEP IN  TOUCH...

...If you or a loved one or friend are in
Huntington Hospital, please contact
the church office so that the ministers
may call.

...When going to Huntington Hospital
be sure you list “Old First
Presbyterian” as your church.
Hospital workers provide lists of
Protestants and Presbyterians, but
often do not know what “Old First’s”
affiliation may be.

...If you are aware of a member in the
hospital, please let us know.  Many
people are admitted through
emergency and will not appear on any
church lists.  Your ministers are there
most days of the week and want to call
on you.  Please help by informing the
church.

WHAT IS PER CAPITA

AND 

WHY IS IT AN ISSUE?

Per capita apportionment is the
manner in which we as individual
Presbyterians share in the cost of
governing our connectional church.  In
other words, each congregation pays a
set amount of money, based on the
number of active members to support
the Presbytery, Synod, and General
As se mb ly.   This  year  the
apportionment is $24.09 per confirmed
member which totals a budgeted
amount of $19,152.  By using the blue
envelope in your set you can help Old
First meet this obligation so that we can
be ready to fulfill other commitments
as 2003 unfolds.

In the year past (2002) we were
unable to pay our full share of per
capita responsibility until year’s end
due to fiscal uncertainties in the
beginning of the year.  Let’s do it
differently in 2003!  Pay your share so
that the church can pay its share now
when it is due.  Thank you very much.

Chuck Cary

Old First Presbyterian Church seeks
to extend pastoral care to those
serving in the in US Armed Forces
and service related agencies.  If
someone in your family is in the
military, government related service,
or church work and is in harm’s way,
please pass along his/her name and
address to the Mission/Peacemaking
Committee.





W I T H I N  A

DISINTEGRATING CUBA,

A LIGHT STILL SHINES

The Presbyterian Church shines
brightly in a crumbling city where your
nostrils are assaulted by the acrid
pollution emitted from most vehicles.
Through gifts from churches in
Germany and Canada the tower and the
stained glass windows are restored, and
the government has declared First
Havana an historic building with signs
around the city pointing to the church.
Inside the church is packed, filled with
children and adults worshiping
together. When the choir sings we
enjoyed it as much as at Old First and
maybe someday they can sing together.

We went to Cuba January 7-20 with
five other people from the Presbytery of
Long Island to visit our partner
churches in the Havana Presbytery as
well as attend the National Assembly of
the IPRC - the National Presbyterian
Church of Cuba.  We also visited the
Cuban Council of Churches, some
other churches and mission projects
and we managed to find some days to
enjoy the beautiful beaches of Cuba.
You can be sure the roads to the tourist
hotels are paved and smooth.

 It is a tough time in Cuba. People
are depressed and fearful but they
remain hopeful, faithful Christians. Our

presence helps them as much as the
things we bring – like medicines,
clothing, curriculum, Spanish Christian
video tapes for their new neighborhood
ministry and a beautiful banner from
our Sunday School put together by Kim
Myers.  Rev. Hector Mendez, the
minister of First Havana tries to attend
the sick, go to their mission churches
and visit these “home church” bible
studies, but he only has his old Russian
Lada car, which is always in the need
of repair. A trip through Havana means
walking or riding on roads filled with
endless potholes and broken side
walks. Perhaps we at Old First can help
to keep his car working.

We always feel that we receive
more than we give and Presbyterians in
Cuba can help Presbyterians on Long
Island in many ways. They worship,
educate and socialize with the whole
family. Their church is packed on
Sunday with some personal touches
that take time but are effective - even
though the service goes for an hour and
a half. They now have 50 Bible studies
in different homes, especially
important for those who cannot get
transportation to the church. 

Together as partners the words of
Ephesians has new meaning – where
we see how God’s mysterious
reconciliation can take people of
difference cultures and language and
make them one, “breaking down any
walls of hostility” and giving us a
renewed and powerful faith.

Lucy and Pete Fetterolf



PRESBYTERIAN

WOMEN

Circle 1 ... Monday, March 24, 7:30
p.m.    The meeting in the Fiske Room
will be a continuation of our discussion
entitled Treasures From Our History.
We will answer the intriguing question,
who was the Fiske Family?  Who were
the originators of the Wicks and L. B.
Smith funds?  As always, all are
welcome and bring a friend.   

Circle 2 ... Wednesday, March 26,
11:30 a.m.  The meeting will include a
presentation by our interim pastor, Rev.
Chuck Cary. 

Circle 3 ... Tuesday, March 11, 12:30
The group continues their Bible study
of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.  All
are welcome to join in at any time.  

Circle 4 ... Mondays, 7-9 p.m.   Now
is a very good time to come and learn
basics of piecing.  No previous
knowledge is required.  The group is
currently working on their Garden Quilt
and shoulder covers for oncology
patients at Huntington Hospital. New
and experienced quilters welcome.  

Circle 6 ... Monday, March 5, 9:30
a.m.  Kim Montenero will present an

informative and fun program on age
appropriate crafts for young children.
The group has also set up play dates for
mothers and children.  Call with any
questions and let them know you are
coming so that adequate childcare is
provided.

Crafts ... Fridays, 9:30-11:30 a.m. 
The craft group has resumed meeting in
the craft room upstairs.  The group can
use your help with various craft
projects. 

PW HOUSECLEANING

CAN YOU HELP?

Even though it doesn’t feel like
spring just yet, PW has scheduled the
annual spruce-up-the-church cleaning
day for March 10 at 9:30 a.m.  All help
would be greatly appreciated.  Please
bring your own cleaning supplies and
rags.  Refreshments will be provided.
Remember, many hands make light
work!



PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN

SUPPORT 

MISSION

Where Does Our 

Fair Money Go?

The finance committee of
Presbyterian Women met in January
and made suggestions for the 2003
budget including undesignated funds.
All recipients were carefully reviewed.
This budget was approved by the
Presbyterian Women’s coordinating
team at its February meeting.

The question “Where does the Fair
money go?” echoes often despite
posters, bulletin boards and flyers
distributed at Fair time to inform
people.  PW rejoices in the distribution
of 2002 funds totaling $32,871.89 as
follows. 

Local   ($14,375.00)
C Old First Church
C Family Service League
C Habitat for Humanity
C The Ministries at Coram
C Huntington Community Food

Council
C LI Woman’s Coalition-Safe

Harbor
C Huntington Freedom Center
C VNS Hospice-Northport
C

C Meals on Wheels
C Big Brothers-Big Sisters of LI
C Int. Dyslexia Association
C Special Requests
C Holiday House
C Tricommunity Youth Agency
C Learning Center

National  ($4,100.00)
C Presbyterian World Service

(Disaster Relief)
C Prison Project- NY Theological

Seminary
C Cook College

International  ($6,750.00)
C ECPAT-USA (Combat Child

Prostitution)
C Church World Service (Disaster

Relief)
C Presbyterian Church of Havana,

Cuba
C EDCS
C Presbyterian Women’s Health

Ministries
C Presbyterian Women/Cuba
C Heifer Project

Other Mission 2002 ($7,871.89)
C LI Presbyterian Women
C Health Kits
C Special Offerings
C Circle 3 Project



SPRING RUMMAGE SALE

SATURDAY, APRIL 5

Set up for the Spring Rummage
Sale will be Monday, March 31
through Friday, April 4.  Please
start putting aside your clothing
items for this event.

SANCTUARY FLOWERS

Each Sunday a member
of our congregation donates
the flowers for the worship
service in memory or
appreciation of a loved one, or to
celebrate special occasions such as
birthdays, weddings, graduations, etc.
If you would like to add to the beauty
of the service while remembering
family or friends, please sign up on the
flower list on the hallway bulletin
board.






