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FROM THE PASTOR'S DESK

On Sunday, November 3, I invite you to be present in worship and for a special
program to follow in the Parish Hall. Dr. Kenneth Sawyer, Associate Professor of
Church History at McCormick Seminary in Chicago, will be here to discuss the rich
history of the church on Long Island and Old First’s part in it. It is also Stewardship
Sunday in which we focus on our commitment and consider our financial support for
2003. Iencourage your active participation. Pledge cards will arrive in the mail (see
the Stewardship Committee’s separate article) and we will dedicate them as part of the
offering on Sunday, November 24.

Why a forum on church history concurrent with stewardship commitment time?
Aren’t they separate endeavors altogether? No. Old First Presbyterian Church is a
faithful congregation today because of the dedication of our ancestors who worshiped
and served here. The best way to honor our distinguished past is to continue their
dedication in our own acts of support.

Some mornings as I enter the office area, I pause at the display case in the hallway.
It tells a wonderful story of faithful beginnings and people like you and I giving their
time, talent, and money to make Old First a strong church. I am inspired by what this
display case represents. I am committed, so long as I am interim pastor, to do my part
in upholding this legacy. Join us for worship and the stewardship program November
3. Join Millie and me in dedicating our 2003 pledge on November 24. Together with
God’s help we can insure a faithful church for generations to come.

In Christ,
Charles Cary, Interim Pastor



DEACONS' DOINGS

Again, the pancake breakfast was
a big success on Sunday, October 20.
Thank you all who helped make it so.

We are pleased to announce that
the flower bulb sale was very well
accepted and profitable.

Volunteer are needed to help with
the apple sale at our Fall Fair.

We are also looking for help to set
up on October 27 for the Fall Fair.
This is a good time to meet some of the
younger people in the church who are
willing to lift, push, carry and generally
do some running up and down stairs,
etc. Just think, you won’t have to go to
the gym for a week or so. Also, think
about the breakup of this endeavor on
November 2 after the festivities are
over.

One of our biggest efforts is soon
to occur -- the filling and delivering of
the Thanksgiving baskets. Much help
is needed. Basketsetup is at 6:30 p.m.
on Thursday, November 21, the food
organization is at 9:00 a.m. on the 22™
and the delivery is at 9:00 a.m. on the
23", As you can imagine all of these
take lots of help from volunteers. It is
fun to do and you feel as if you are
helping people who need it. Please
join us for at least one of the days and
all of them if you can. Also if any of
you receive coupons for free turkeys

and wish to donate them to the
Thanksgiving baskets, please let us
know.
Ginny Thompson
Board of Deacons

ADVENT REFLECTIONS

Be prepared to
volunteer to contribute to
this year’s edition of the
Advent Reflections.

Members of the
Christian Education Committee will be
asking you to write a few paragraphs
concerning your thoughts on aparticular
scripture passage. We are also very
interested in getting the young people to
submit some artwork for this
publication. I’'m sure with your help we
can make an inspirational devotional
guide for the holidays.







PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

As you read this, Old First is
experiencing one of the most exciting
times of our year together -- the Fall
Fair. This is a time in which women,
men and children unite, sharing their
time and talents generously and
enjoying it.  Our efforts make it
possible to share our good fortune with
people locally, nationally and
internationally through our donations
to a variety of worthy mission projects.
Thank, thanks, thanks to all.

Mark your calendars for
December 4 for the annual PW
Christmas luncheon. Celebrate the
season of Christ’s birth in fellowship
with other Presbyterian Women. Bring
a friend.

Throughout the fall, Circles
continue to meet on schedule for Bible
study, fellowship, food and just plain
fun. Join us, won’t you?

Circle 1 ... Monday, Novemberl8,
7:30 p.m. Reverend Cary will lead a
discussion on the Book Virtual Faith
by Tom Beaudoin. Guaranteed to be
thought-provoking and stimulating.
Copies of the book for sale ($13).

At the December 16 meeting, the
group will decorate two small trees for

members of the congregation that are
homebound.

Circle 2 ... The Group will not meet in
November. However, keep your
calendars open for the Christmas
luncheon in December. Date and time
to be announced.

Circle 3 ... Tuesay, November 19,
12:30 The group continues their
Horizon Bible study from the book of
Ephesians entitled, No Longer
Strangers. You can join it at any time.
A light lunch will be served at 12:30
and the meeting will begin at 1:00 p.m.

Circle 4 ... Mondays,7-9 pm. New
and experienced quilters are welcome.

Circle 6 ... November 49:30 am. We
will exchange favorite holiday recipes.

Crafts ... Fridays, 9:30-11:30 a.m.
The craft group will not meet in
November or December but will resume
meeting in January.

For your last minute holiday
shopping, beautiful handmade crafts
will be sold at the Christmas PW
luncheon on Dec. 4 at 11:30 a.m.



PW LAYETTE PROGRAM

The PW’s layette program has
some special requests. While all
donations are welcome, we are
currently in need of disposable diapers,
laundered bedding, hooded towels,
receiving blankets and onesies in sizes
newborn-2T. No large baby equipment
is needed at this time.

The Helen Weinberger Layette
Program serves the Huntington
community by providing clothes and
other necessary items for needy
children from birth through the second
year.

PW
CHRISTMAS
LUNCHEON

To enhance our Christmas
Luncheon, Presbyterian Women will
present a quartet from the Island Hills
Chapter of the Sweet Adelines
International. Our musical Christmas
programs always have been welcomed
as a special and heartwarming way to
get us into the spirit of the holidays,
and these Sweet Adelines promise to
fill our hearts with the joy of the

season.

Please join us on Wednesday,
December4 at 11:30 a.m. Reservations:
$12.00



STEWARDSHIP
UPDATE

In the coming weeks the
Stewardship Campaign for 2003 will
begin. Please plan to attend the
catered luncheon (just bring yourself)
on November 3 where a guest speaker
will discuss the rich religious heritage
of our area and talk to us about how
we can preserve that precious heritage.
Early in November you will receive a
letter from the Stewardship
Committee along with your pledge
card for 2003. November 24 will be
Consecration Sunday and pledges will
be dedicated during the worship
service.

If you have not pledged in the
past, please consider doing so this
year. Pledging gives the church a
priority in our lives. It is part of our
covenant of faith. As Christians, we
believe that God’s greatest gift tous is
our Savior Jesus Christ and so we
should place God first not last.
Making a commitment in the form of
a pledge helps us to be regular and
systematic in our giving and lets our
congregation know that it can count on
our financial support barring any
unusual circumstances. Our
commitment becomes planned and not
just a part of what is left over after all
our other pledges have been met.

Other pledges? Yes, we all do have
other pledges or commitments — the
mortgage company, the utility
company, even our Own savings
programs. Could it be that these
pledges are of higher concern than
living out our response to God in a
systematic way?

For your own growth, for the
growth of the mission and ministry of
your church and the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.), pleasepledge. It’s an
expression of faith!

Have you ever considered
giving stock as your pledge? If
so, please contact the Financial
Office for details.

For those of you who have
done this in the past and are
considering doing it again this
year, please call the Financial
Office for new account
information.




THANK YOU

Thank you to everyone who
supported both the Deacons’ Mother’s
Day flower sale in the spring and the
bulb sale now in the fall. Happy
Planting!

Board of Deacons

OUTREACH COMMITTEE
INTRODUCES
NEW MEMBER MENTORING
PROGRAM

In order to provide new members
of our congregation a resource to
enable them to become more familiar
with our church and to integrate
effectively into its activities, the
Outreach Committee has established a
mentoring program.

Each new member will be
assigned to a relationship with an
experienced member of the
congregation, known as their mentor.
It will be the mentor's responsibility to
keep in touch with the new member,
usually at the Sunday services, and in
the following coffee hour. They will
introduce them to other church
members, acquaint them with the
various church programs, be sensitive
to their interests and enable them and
the church to benefit from a more
active participation.

This is not meant to be a “big
brother” situation.  Rather is an
informal relationship characterized by
casual meetings on Sunday and any
other natural outgrowths which might
result.

Volunteers are welcome from the
congregation who would like to
participate as mentors in the future.

Outreach Committee






YOUTH EVENTS

Youth Club
Youth Club (4-8th grade) meets on
Wednesday early evenings: 4:30-7 p.m.
Try it out!

Mark on your calendar:

... Ski and Snow Board Trip for 7" to
12" graders with the Westhampton
Youth Group, January 17-20, 2003.
Registration forms will be in the mail.

... Senior High Retreat at Holmes:
February 15-17, 2003

Fall Fair on November 2
(between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.)
We need your help to run the Maze and
to help the Deacons with the apples.

Stewardship Luncheon

on November 3
(after worship service)
After Confirmation, you are considered
an adult in the church. Please take your
responsibility and come to this event. It
is not only about money;, it is about the
joy of giving!

Senior High Youth Group
Sunday Lounge
7-9 p.m. in the youth room.

Fellowship, games and short topic
related activities.

Suggested topics for
November 3: Addiction

November 10: No Meeting
November 17: “You’re different.”
November 24: “I’m NOT thankful.”

FOR ADULTS AND
CHILDREN

It might not affect you - but your
awareness and knowledge can help
others!

A representative from the Bias
Crimes Bureau (County of Suffolk
Police Department) is giving us a
presentation on November 17 after the
worship service. Please join us for this
event. A separate class will be held for
the children (all ages) in room 102 at
the same time.

Mission/Peacemaking Committee



RESOURCES FOR PRAYERS AT MEAL TIME

As November gets underway and the Thanksgiving holiday nears, now is a good
time to take stock of our prayers at mealtime. Following are several suggestions
published by the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. If you or your family are in need of new
ideas to enliven this practice, feel free to use one or more of these prayers when you

gather to break bread.

God of grace, sustain our bodies with
this food, our hearts with true
friendship, and our souls with your
truth, for Christ’s sake. Amen.

Give us grateful hearts, O God, for all
your mercies, and make us mindful of
the needs of others; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lord Jesus, be our holy guest, our
morning joy, our evening rest; andwith
our daily bread impart your love and
peace to every heart. Amen.

Bless us, O Lord, and these your gifts
which we are about to receive from
your goodness, through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

- Roman Catholic

The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord,

and you give them their food in due

season. You open your hand, and fill

all living things with plenteousness.
Amen.

- An Eastern Orthodox prayer

before a meal

Blessed are you, Lord. You have fed us
from our earliest days; you give food to
every living creature. Fill our hearts
with joy and delight. Let us always
have enough and something to spare
for works of mercy in honor of Christ
Jesus, our Lord. Through him may
glory, honor, and power be yours
forever. Amen.

- Fourth-century prayer

Blessed are you, O Lord our God,
Ruler of the universe, for you give us
food to sustain our lives and make our
hearts glad. Amen.

- Jewish blessing






OLD FIRST FALL FAIR
Saturday, November 2
10 a.m. o 4 p.m.

Hands and Hearts are working to bring everyone the best
Fair yet!

Deacons will greet us with CIDER AND APPLES . The
“thundering herd” will streak to WHITE ELE PHANTS and
RUMMAGE. Upstairs, BAKED GOODS, CANDY AND
PECANS will lure us right off those good intentions.
ENCHANTED GARDENS will have more than plants, and
hand-stitched QUILTED TABLE RUNNERS  will enhance our

tables for every occasion. Let’s begin the holiday season with

the imagination and charm of CHRISTMAS CRAFTS.
BOUTIQUE AND JEWELRY  should catch our eye with
fashion at a bargain! LINENS returns with even more special
treasures. SILENT A UCTION will need repeated visits to
check our bid on what promises to be a “mother lode” this year.
BOOKS will await our browsing in their nook downstairs, while
TOYS excite the kids and the MAZE sets them giggling.
CHILDREN’' S CORNER will bring a more peaceful moment.

Volunteer in Rummage, Silent Auction, White Elephant,
Boutique, Books or Toys. Bake a special treat for the
Bake Booth or help in the Lunch Room or Kitchen. And
bring us your “gently used” rummage, toys, books,

jewelry and white elephants beginning Monday,
October 28.

\ Let's have a great day together and
2
Vlk&

know our fun provides good for others
as the proceeds go to Mission!




